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All the TzxTs of the New TESTAMENT, 
relating to it, are produced, and the 
whole Doc rRINE concerning it drawn 
from them alone: 
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7 hall not add unto the word which I hade com- 
| manded you, neithur ſhall you diminiſh rom 


it. 


The Second Epition, CORREGTED, 
With ADDITIONS, 


LON D Oo N. 
Frinted for G Keith, in Greechurchofffaat, , 1766. 


79 1 * your Lordſhip's 
| Plain Account of the Sacrament of the Lord's 
Supper, many years ago, J could not help 
wiſhing to ſee an account of the other Sa- 
crament drawn up in the ſame manner. 
Vou have certainly laid the true foundation 
of our enquiries into the poſitive inflitu- 
tions of Chriſtianity. You draw your ac- 
count of a Chriſtian rite from the Chriſtian 

records; and your aſſertion is undoubtedly 
true: © that all poſitive duties, or duties 
te made ſuch by inſtitution alone, depend 
ce entirely upon the will and declaration of 
<« the perſon who inſtitutes or ordains 
ce them, with reſpect to the real deſig 
ce and end of them; and, conſequently, to 
4 the due manner of performing them.” 


Since no one has yet. executed what has 


been ſo long wiſhed for, I ſhall make an 
B 


Fo 1 


humble attempt to follow your Lordſhip's' 
example with reſpect to the ſacrament of 
baptiſm. I ſhall lay together all the texts 
in the New Te/lament relating to it, and 
from them alone draw the whole doctrine 
about it. And I reckon. it is with great 
proptiety chat I addreſs my enquiries on this 
ſubje& to your Lordſhip, becauſe if I find 
the truth, I am indebted to you for point- 
ing out the ſhorteſt and plaineſt way to i it. 


nY ple leave to begin with ſome of your | 
propoſitions, making the neceſfary altera 
0 tion from the « one e ſacrament to the e other, | 


x The receiving vu baptiln i is not aduty 
of itſelf; or a duty apparent to us from the 
nature of things ; but a duty made ſuch to. 
riſtians, * the oP itive inſtitution of 


Feſtus Core. 


II. All TY | A or duties made 
ſuch by nfitution alone, depend entirely 
upon the will and declaration of the perſon 
. inſtitutes or ordains them, with re- 


e 


— 
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weck to che real d en and end bf them; 


und, arme e og fa! due manner of 
r them. 


ml. It is very hehe; "AY * na. 
ey the deſgn, and the due manner of re- 
ceiving baptiſm, muſt of neceſſity depend 
upon what Fe/us Chri/f, who inſtituted it, 
Bath declared ou it e Ea” 


* 
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Iv. Ic Sit Be Goubtel that he Him- 
ſelf ſufficiently declared to his firſt and im- 
mediate followers, the whole of what he 
deſigned ſhould be anderſtood by it, or im- 


plicd . 
3 It i is TM ROY importance, therefore, 
to Chriſtians, to know what the many 
writers upon this ſubject, ſince the time 
of che Evangeliſts and Apoſtles, have af- 
firmed; much leſs can it be the duty of 
Obriftians | to be guided by what any per- 
fons, by their own 3 or from their 
own imaginations, thay Sieh a eoncentilng 
Wis duty. f | 
Ba 
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VI. The paſſages in the New Tf. 
ment, wh ich relate to this duty, and they 
alone, are the original accounts of the nas 
ture and end of this inſtitution, and the 
only authentic declarations, upon which 
we of later ages can ſafely depend, being 
written by the immediate followers of our 
Lord; thoſe who were witneſſes themſelves 
of the in/{itution, or were inſtructed by 
thoſe who were ſo, and join with them in 
delivering down one 11 the, ſame. ent 
of this n duty. 2 


Your Lili will 1 me to mA 
tion an obſervation of yours, moſt worthy 
to be remembered, under this laſt propoſi- 
tion, Viz. © A very. few.years make a 
4 great alteration in mens notions, and, 
4 language about ſuch points of religion. | 
&« And the diſtance of many years makes 
« a {till greater alteration 5 whilſt men of 
s yarious opinions, and ftrong imagina- 
40 tions, are continually going on to com 
te ment and enlarge upon fuch ſubjects, 
cc the New Teflament therefore, - in this 


8 


Ws. # 


_— _ 0 


«caſe, is alone. to be depended on: froth 
& which we ought, with the greateſt care 
te and honeſty, to take all our notions, of 
« this duty.” © tie. bas zac and Wh 


a4 3 why 
w 


our Lordſhip vil b be . 2 2 5 
following obſervation of, Archbiſhop Til. 


lirſon, much to the ſame purpoſe. “ In 
< proceſs of time, the beſt inſtitutions are 
& apt to-decline, and by inſenſible degrees 
<« to ſwerve, and depart from the perfec- 
4 tion of their firſt ſtate; and therefore it 
ce is a good rule, to preſerve things from 
< corruption and degeneracy, often to look 
back to the firt inſtitutian, and by that 
«to correct thoſe imperfections and errors 
& which will almoſt unavgidably creep in 
. © with time,” Vol. 2. page 170, edit. fol. 


*J mall a now offer to your Lordſhip? $ pe- 
rufal every text of the New Teſtament, 4 * 
ſpeaks of the ſacrament of Baptiſm. It 
will be proper firſt to ſet down thoſe which | 
ang to Jeb: s baptiſm, 


7: 


F 


Fates of dees ane Jener 


s ©. 


1. Mar. i. 55 6, . Then went out 
to EK: Feruſalem and all Fudea, and all 
the region round about Jordan, and were 
baptized « of him in Farden, confeſſing their 
ſins. But when he ſaw many of the Pha- 
rifees and Sadduces come to his baptiſm, he 
| id: unto them, 8 generation, of Vipers, Fon 


2. Verl 11. 1 indeed laptize 3 0 TO 
water ith repentance, Te 1 


1 0 N. 
J 0 


ow Vert" * 14 1 155 16. St 9 
Het from Galilee to. a 75 Ly 


| PEE and comeſt thou to . And * | 
[| ; anſwering ſaid unto him, ſuffer it to be: ſo 
; now ; for thus it becometh us to fulfil all. 
righteouſneſs, Then he ſuffered him. And. 
E  Reſus when” he was baptized vent up, 
— Rraightyay out ol the Water, * 


I ie * 
a 


i 35 cl 
1 f 


_- 4p ) 

4. Mat, xxi. 25, 26, 27. The } aptiſe 
of John, whence was it? From 15 
or of men? And they reaſoned with them- 
ſelves, ſaying, if we ſhall ſay from heaven, 
he will ſay unto us, why did ye not then 
believe him ? But if we ſhall ſay of men, 
we fear the people, for all hold Jh as a 
prophet. And they anſwered aus and 
. We * * * 


. ll FR 8¹ | Jule di * in 
the wilderneſs, and preach the bapti/en af 
repentance for the remiſſion of ſins. And 
there went out unto him all the land of 
Judta, and they of Jeruſalem, and were 
all baptized of him in the river "on 2 
confefling their ſins. 


6. . 8, 9, 10. * indeed ON lap 
fized you with water,—And it caifie to 
paſs in thoſe days, that 22 came from 
Nazareth of Galilee, and was baptized of 
Jobn in Fordan, and ieee Long 
Bp. out of the water, e. rod ers ie 


(38) 
y. Mark xi. 30. The baptiſm of Jun, 
was it from heaven, or of ” "i 


8. Luke iii, 3. And he came into b all. 
the country about Jordan, preaching the 
baptiſm of Te for the remiſſion of 


9.— Ver. 7, 8. Then ſaid he to the 
multitude that came forth to be baptized 
of him, O generation of vipers 

bring forth therefore fruits meet for repen- 


PORT To 12. Then came alſo Publ ; 
b: e Hep *& IMO. . 


a1,—Ver. 16. I lader baptize you 
with water, 
12.— Ver. 21. Now when all the peo - 
ple were baptized, it came to paſs. that Je- 
us alſo being baptized, c. g 


13. Luke vii. 29, 30. And all the peo- 
ple that heard him, and the Publicang 


** 
juſtified God, being baptized with the bap- 
tiſm of Jobn. But the Phariſees and Law-= 
yers rejected the counſel of God againſt 
_ ghemlelves, PE not e of him. 


14. Luke xx. 4. The we of Jeb, : 
was it from heaven or of men ? . | 


= 5. Jabu i. 26 26. Why 1 8 
then, if thou be not that Chr: , nor Elias, 


peither that prophet ?. Jahn anſwered them 
lying, [ baptize with water. | 


ial 6. —Ver. 28. Beyond Jordan where 
John was baptizing. 


17.—Ver. 31. That he ſhould be made 
manifeſt to 7/rael : therefore” am 1 come 
baptizing with water. | 


© 18,—Ver. 33. He that ſent me to . 
Tize with water. | 


Eo Jobs lit. 23. And Fohn allo was 
baptizing in Enon, near to Salim, becaaſs 
3 | 


(o) 
ſbere was much water there; and they 
came = ge ee 8 e- 
gerſtand Alete | 
{Verſe 25. of Miptifm) then there wh 
2 e ut urihhine 3 
20. Fobn 3 iv. 1. The Fe ab 
heard that Te efus made and e more 
ele, than John. | | 


= 


21. John x. 40. Beyond 1 inte 
the place where 22 at firſt baptized. 


4 


22. 1 i. i. 5. bo, ua mu, with 


water, 


* 23—Ver. 23. Begining fom vue 
— of John. 5 | 


24: Ads x. 37. After e * 


Fobn preached. y (19, 


25-36, 16, Tin indeed home with | 
vater. l 


— 


. 
26. iii. 24. When John had firſt 


preached before his coming nen 
nN to all the people. rely - 


27 — 2.5. He ¶ Apallos] ſpake and 
taught diligently the things of the Lord, 


knowing oy. the 2 ag ons 


„ be 11 Une Skin thus were. 
ye baptized? And they ſaid unto Fobu's 
baptiſm. Then ſaid Paul, Fohn verily 
baptized with the baptiſm of repentance, 
ſaying unto the people, that they ſhould 
believe on him which ſhould come after: 
him, 7 * on FRG ff e 


ts, *® 4 * 


Poet 75 fene, concerning Cuzror's s 
| OR, 985 


I. ie Pie XXViii. 19. 1Ga: ye Je. 5a | 
and teach all nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father, and. of the AO * 
r e bris 


F 
7 


2. Mark xvi. 15, ih And be ſai unto 
3. 


(a) 


preach the goſpel to every creature; he 
that believeth and is baptized ſhall be ſaved. 


3. Jobn iti. 5. . eee 
water and of the ſpirit, &c. | 


4.—Ver. 22. After theſe A came 
Feſus and his diſciples into the land of Ju- 
dea; and there * m_ iow . Fe 


3 


3 26. Rab the 1 uhu. 
and all en come to him, 411 $i #3 11 


6.—iv. 1. 2. When enen the Lord 
knew how the phariſees had heard, that 
Jeſus made and baptized © more diſciples 
than Jobn (though Jefus himſelf „ 1gnoa 
. but * N * El 


5. 45 i ii. 38. Then . ſaid! unto. 
them, Repent, and be baptized every one 
ef you in the name of Jeſus Chriſt, for the 


2232 * 0 — 


(23) 
remiſſion of fins, wad yer he receive . 
gift of the Holy. Ghoſt. 0 


8. 4% ii. 41. Then they that fr 
received his word. were baptiaed. 


9. viii. 12, 13. But when they 3 
lieved Philip, preaching; the things con- 
cerning the kingdom of God, and the name. 
of Jeſus Chriſt, they were baptized, hot men 
and women. Then Simon himſelf believed 
alſo; and when he was baptized, c. 


10.—Ver. 16. Only they were. baptized 
in | the name of the Ford Js. bee 


nn 365 37» 38, 39. And as they 
went on their way they came unto” a cer- 
tain water. And the Eunuch ſaid, See 
here is water, what doth hinder me to be 
baptized ? And Philip ſaid, if thou be- 
heveſt- with all thine heart thou may'ſt. 
And he anſwered and ſaid, I believe that 
Jeſus Chrift is the Son of God. And he 
commanded the chariot to ſtand ſtill. And 
they went down both into the water, both 


(14) 
Phils and the Eunuch, and he baptized 
him. And when they were come up out 
of the ber ag digg 


12.—ix. 18. And 10300 arofe tid was 
In © 


23.—X: 47, 48. Can any man PF 
water, that theſe ſhould not be baptized, 
which have received the Holy Ghoſt as 
well as we?” And he commanded tent to 
be th rom in the name of he Lord. 


14. AA xvi. . 15 Ang — we lou 
was 1 and her houſhold. | | 
| 3 
Wy 1 33. „ r was eee he 
bee Wn a all his W | 


© AS er 


Gals. 3. And many of the Corini 
thians ane my 44 — bap- 
e Fo _ hens hey Fey — * 
they [who had before been n! into 


(15 ) 

Fobn' s baptiſm] were bqptizedin the name. 

of the Lord Je M. 3 4464 ak 

18,—xxij, 16. And now why tatrieſt 

thou? Ariſe and be baptized, and waſh 

away * ſins, . ———_— 
Lord. | 


165 Ae vi. 3. 4. ee e 
ſo many of us as were baptized into Chriff 
Feſus, were baptized into his death? There- 
fore we are buried with him by bapriſer into 
death, that like as Chri/? was raiſed up! 
from the dead by the glory of the Father,” 
even fo-we allo ſhould N in the neunet 
of life. 


20. 1 Corinthians i. i. 13. 14. 15 16, 15 
Were ye baptized in the name of Paus 
I thank : God that I aptized none of you. 
but Criſpus and Gaius left any ſhould ſay, 
that I had baptized in mine own name. 
And I baptized alſo the houſhold of Stepba- - 


(1b ) | 
Hud any other; for Chri/t ſent me not 6% 
_ but to * the goſpel. 


27. 1 Cor. 8 4 4 But Mod are e waſted. 


22. 14 xii. 13. Bobby one ſpirit are 
we all baptized into one body. [ Note, 
this may rather be underſtood of the bap- 


thief the Hol Chef he amend e 


+31 Care xv. 29. Elſe * ſhall ; 
they do, that are baptized for the dead. 
[That is, I think, by baptiſm come. into 
the place of | thoſe Chriſtians who are dead, 
who are their ſuccgſſors in their profeſſion, 
and in their ſufferings.) 4-4 wot a 


24. Gal. iii. 27. For as many of you 
as have been baptized i into Chr! 1, have * 
on n Chri „. | acts ] 


25. 2 iv. 5. One baptiſn. iP 


"26. Ibid. v. 26. That he might bk . 
fy and cleanſe it, with the waſhing of Water's, 


by the word, 


nM 
27 „ Cx li. 12. Buried with him in 
ul, wherein” alſo you | are , 


9210 919 
him. FI 
n 4 * * 1 of 2 
* 0 5 4 4 *% » #5 : n * n * 
"wh 1 þ N * In af 1 2 + „l 
= 1 6 * : * 1 MY : S.# 


28. Tit. iii. 5. According to bis- ere 
he ſaved us, by t the waſhing of regenera- 
tion, and renewing of the N Ghoft. | 


NI It 
29. Hd vi. 2. The dofrine, A 
baptiſms, [ Note, it is not certain, this 
has any reference to abu e . See 


Peircs in loco) 0) E 54 All 3 
| £13115 
30.—X. 22, Our boli a” wich 

pure water, Sea A am vs X | 


31. 1 Peter iii. 21. The like figure 
where · unto, even baptiſm, doth alſo now 
ſave us (not the putting away the filth of 
the fleſh, but the anſwer of a good con- 
ſcience towards God) by the reſurrection, 
Sc. | _ 


Beſides the foregoin g, there are theſe 
following texts, which ſome good . | 
tors underſtand of bapri/m. 


- 


| 
: 
' 
1 
bn! 
"i: 
ih 
it 
i 
{ 
i 
| 
| 


(18, )* 


2 Peter i. g. And hath forgotten, that 
he Was — from his old fins. Hebratus 
vi. 4. Thoſe who were once enligbtened. | 
Heb. x. 32. In which after ye were illu- 


una . 21 IF * i 202 22 9 8 Az . N 


1 „ * 
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Theſe cf — al the erh in the 
New Teflament, that relate either to the 


nn Jon] or . 08 


- 1 « 
12 1 9 


- ThazohGareatitta 1 have to Aa 
them, ſhall be reſerved: to-ſorhe following 
letters, | 


: * 
* #% * 
* bs e N * 7 3 75 ** % \ 74 { * : * wing 97 * 
14 33 Ar, een ige „ 4 
* 1 
j % 
am, my Lord, TT 4.6 
A. Den  Lordſlup's: a die 
£5 x7" N 
— 7 9 
— 1 * > + 8 
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A, 2 \ 


1 pa * _ Load 


1 HERE eee hes ; 
logy ſo entirely ſpeculative, that & man, 
who has a juſt value for time, would Farce 
think himſelf juſtified in ſpending a day * | 
examine which are right, and wich wrons 
The fubje&t before us is Hat of this Pik: it 
is entirely of a practical nature; and comes 
into practice daily, It therefore becames 
us to Took well to our rule, to what our 
Saviour and his inimedlate 7 9 4 have de- 
clared about this duty; „ hecauſe (as your 
« Lordſhip well obſerves) we can Have # 
c other" direction in this ſort of duties, un- 
ce leſs we will have recourſe to mere inven- 
« gion, which makes them our own inffity- 
« tions, and not the inſti tutions of * 
«who firſt appointed them.” Plain 4 


p. 3. 


— 


„„ $4 fr - 4 1 EY 4 a * Fee 
In the foregoing letter, it appears, there 
are about threeſcore texts of ſcripture, which 
2 


( 20) 
- fpeak of the inſtitution of baptiſm; partly 
- as practiſed by John, and partly by the 


8 * Apoſtles and Diſciples of Jeſus Chriſt: 


Paſſages abundantly ſufficient to inform us 
of the nature, agſgn, and manner of this 
1 


2 bs leave firſt to lay b before your TY 
ſhip an enquiry into the manner of this rite, 
or what the New Teſtament means A. the 
action of baptizing. 


| The writers of the New 75 eflament lake 
uſe of two words, Harri, and aw which 
lead us to the preciſe meaning of baptiſm, 
the latter of, which is almoſt the conſtant 

word of the Septuagint in thoſe very mune- 

rous places where bathing, or waſhing the 
whole body is commanded, in contradiſtinc- 
tion to every other practice of waſhing 
the hands or feet, or ſprinkling or waſh- 
ing of cloaths. Avyoerai vdr occurs no 
leſs than eleven times in one chapter, 
where bathing the body is appointed 


( 21 ) 
on ſundry occaſions, as a 228 wits - 
from waſhing the hands, or garments, |. 
_ | 048 


The Evangeliſts and Apoſtles did, as Dr. 
Prideaux, the moſt learned Foſeph Made, 
and others obſerve, * all quote from the 
Greek of the Old Teflament. Prid. Conneci. 
vol. II. page 47, edit. 3. Medes Works, 
p. 625. Since therefore era vinru 
uſed times without number in the Old 
Teflament, never imports leſs than bath- 
ing, or waſhing the whole body; it fol- 
lows, baptiſm means the ſame, when it 


in N by our boch Ware with pure 


We muſt explain the 8 of the Apoſtles 
ce i that of Moſes, and the prophets. The Creek of 
ce the Septuagint verſion, which was commonly read by 
6 thoſe Fezvs wh lived in foreign countries, and ſpoke 
ce the Greek language, will ſerve to ſhew us, what words 
&« in the Hebrew correſpond to the Greek words, which. | 
ce the Apoſtles uſed. For the Apoſtles uſed the Helleni- 
&« flic Greek, into which the Old Teſtament is tranſlated, 
and which the Jeros in their diſperſions comune 
4 read.” 7. aylor's Key to the Apoſtolic 9 Po 
115. —  - 


(22 ) 
water, Gr. Ever 70 EYh% vd 1 100 ; 
Heb. IS. ; | 


We 6 a remarkable paſſage in the 
caſe of Naaman the Syrian's cure of a le- 
proſy. Eliſba commands him to go and 
waſh [avoa] in Jordan ſeven times; the 
very practice appointed for cleanſing a 
leper, and Which, without controyerſy, 
means waſhing the whole body, in diſtinction 
from all other rites of ſorinling, pouring, &c. 
What'i is done by the leper in conſequence 
of this command? He went down and dip- 

ed himſelf Large ſeven times in c 
Lola, according to the faying of the 
man of God. 2 Kings v. 14. What was 
the ſaying of the man of God? Waſh 
[bathe) Pot times. He did as he Was 
commanded, uz. he dipped. himfelf ſeven 
times; the ſtrict tranſlation of the Hebrew 
wordſ Y Y] and fo rendered in every place, 
without one exception, where the word 
occurs in the Oli Teftament. « From which 
word the Fetus call Jahn the Baptift* 20 
the dipper. Grot. in ET xiv. 2. | 


130 

that the only two words which the Gree of 
the Old Teflament makes uſe of to expreſs the 
rite of waſhing the whole body, a8 diſtinct 
from all her rites of ſprinkling, pouring, 
waſhing the hands and feet; both theſe 
words, and oply theſe, are made uſe of in 
the Greet of the New Tiftathent, to fprcify 
and determine, with precifon, the action 
of baptixing. So that if the Evangeliſts 
and Apoſtles had, on purpoſe, ſought 
words which ſhould preciſely exprels a ba- 
thing the whole body, and prevent all inqui- 
ry whether they meant nothing. rr of it; 
they corld not poſſibly have met with two 
fitter words than yu * and gar Barr 
would hardly have done ſo well, becauſe, 
Porfowing their Gres from the Oli Ty/ta- 
ment; this laſt word is never uſed tfere to 
expreſs the rite of waſhing or dipping a 
perſdn's Whole body; Let any learned pet- 
— 2 4 nn to ben words? if he 


25101 #14 b9 Mr FLO - 
* * F ae ound a TF9AÞY 
ffs xxii. 146, 1. Cor. vi, 41. * | 1 25 nn 
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had a mind 3 4 making of the whole 
body. The queſtion is not, whether ſprink- 
ling was a ceremony of purification. No 
one doubts it: but whether ſprinkling is 
the rite of baptiſm? Whoeyer is acquainted 
with the Gree of the Old Teſtament, 
whence, as has been obſerved, the Evan- 
geliſts and Apoſtles took their language, 
may perceive that ſprinkling and baptiſm are 
as a&i/tin rites, as are the actions of bap- 
tiſn, and the prieſt's putting oi upon the 
_ tip of the right ear, and the thumb of the 
right 1 and upon the great toe of the 
right foot. Both which ceremonies of ap- 
t:jm, and fach application of oil, were uled 
4n a Ny a ow." Leu. „ 

And here your Lordſhip will permit me 
to obſerve, we run into a great miſtake and 
. confuſion, of language, when we talk of 
ſprinkling and immerſion as different modes 
of the ſame thing. Modern cuſtom has re- 
conciled us to this abuſe of language; ſo 
that we do not ſtumble at the inconſiſtency, 
when we call ſprinkling baptiſm. But he 


(25) 
that ſhall confine: himſelf unto the ideas 
conveyed by ſeripture- language, will per- 
ceive that to call ſprinkling 'a mode of bap- 
ziſm, is to call ſprinkling a mode of bathing 
or of waſhing' the body in water. Tis to 
confound two rites entirely as diſtin, as 
were waſhing the body, and ſhaving off the 
hair, in the purification of a leper. Accord- 
ingly the Chriſtian church, the whole Chriſ- 
tian church, for thirteen hundred years ſuc- 
ceſſively from the time of the Apoſtles, un- 
derftood by baptiſm immer ſion, and ſo prac- 
tiſed ; ſprinkling being only permitted upon 
extraordinary occaſions. * id. Mir note 
on ee S ebe dee OO mens oi 


Jun Lordſhip [Ploin — nd 
150.] obſerving, at leaſt quoting Dr. 
Clarke as obſerving, that Baptiſm is ſtiled 
a being buried with Chriſt, and riſing with 
bim again, remarks, this expreſſion made 

A uſe of by St. Paul, with relation to bap- 
e tim, is taken from the cuſtom of immer- 
ion in the firſt days, and from that par- 

„ ticular manner of baptizing- proſelytes, 


g — 


| £5) 

c by which they were firſt covtred with 
<< water, and in a ſtate as it were of death 
<< into & ſoft of ne ſtate of life and action. 
<< And if bapizm had been then performed, 
nas it is now amongſt us, we ſhould ne- 
<6 der have ſo much as heard of this form of 
* expreſſion, of ang and ee ann, in 
ns ant rite.” Ren 


* this wo Locddhip. e me to 
— that in the firff days Baptiſm was not 
performed as it is now amongſt us. No, 
my Lord, it is now amongſt us changed 
into another thing : not into a different mode 
of the ſame rite; but into another and diffe- 
«rent rite; The firſt days ſay, that baptiſm 
was immer ion. And whatever was truly 
t neceſſary at firſt towards a right undet- 
L ſtanding of this inſti tution, was without 
* doubt contained in the firſt and enrlieſt 
-#-accounts ;- otherwiſe it muſt be ſaid, that 
e the bery fir Chriſtians, who were called 
upon to perform this duty, and who 
actually did perform it "ory frequent'y, 


: (27Y 
« were not fully inſtructed by the —_— | 
£30 3.7 e Account, page 7. 


According to the feſt and earlieft a 255 
counts, that is, according to the 51 
te authentic declarations, upon which we of 
« latter ages can Safely depend; [Plais 
Account, page.7,]. When an Apoſile,. or 
other fit perſon faid, I Be thee in the 
name of the Father, He. He meant, I im- 
merge, plunge, dip thee in the name, Qs. 
This your Lordſhip knows was the cuſtom 
in the fir/? days: ſo that when our Lord 
and Saviour ſent. RE the Apoſtles with 
this commiſſion, Go teach all nations, lap- 
tizing them: He meant immerge them. And 
fo the Apo/iles actually underſtood: him, for 
ſo they practiſed. And, << if Baptiſm had 
e been then performed as it is no amongſt 
cc us, we ſhould never have ſo much as 
< heard of this form of expreſſion, of dying 
“and ariſing again in this rite,” » But 
e the diſtance of many years has made a 
6 great alteration in mens language abdat 
b thit r in one word | 


( 28) 
| {baptize] two, ſeveral, diflin® rites, which 
the Almighty has always put aſunder. And 
from whom came the e/abliſhed change of 
the ſcriptural baptiſm i into another quite aif- 
ferent inſtitution? Let the learned Dr. 

Mall anſwer, it is a rule that does not 
« fail in any particular that I know of, 
c iz. All the nations that do now, or for- 
<«< merly did, ſubmit to the authority of 
<< the biſhop of Reme, do ordinarily baptize 
< their infants by pouring or Mun. | 


cc But all * Chriſtians in the world, 
ce who never owned the Pope's uſurped 
tc power, do, and ever did, dip their in- 
« fants in the ordinary uſe. And if we 
© take the diviſion of the world from the 
ce three main parts of it, all the Chriſtians 
« in Aſia, all in Africa, and about one 
<« third part of Europe, are of the laſt fort, 
[ vix. who underſtand by baptiſm immer- 
« fon, and fo praftiſe]. In which third 
<« part of Europe are comprehended the 
«c Chriſtians of Græcia, Thracia, Servia, 
& Bulgaria, Walachia, Moldavia, Ruſſia, 


( 29) 


« &c, and even the Muſcovites, who, if 
« caldheſs of the country will excuſe, might 
<< plead for a diſpenſation with the moſt 
ce reaſon of any.” Hiſt. Inf. NOI part 
2: page 309, e Ae I. 

"Bei here, my Land; how the . 
of the firft days came to be caſt out, and ſet 
aſide. The church of Nome, the mother 
of abominations, who thinketh to change times 
and laws, Rev. xvii. Dan. vii. She firſt 
ſet aſide the common uſe of dipping; and 
her example is followed by thoſe proteſtant 
churches that were once under her yy 
_ e ; _ 10 none e «i 
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N order to eule ie right notions on the 
perſant ſubject, it canadt be tos carefully 
atended to, that, in help. forepture, ſprink- 
ling, pouring, and waſhing or bathing the 

body, are always din rites, never con- 
founded; ar ſubſſituted one for. another. 
If. therefore it ſhall appear, that the vap- 
tim of ſcripture is nothing more or leſs than 
evaſbing the body; not the hands, ot fret, 
or face, or any other particular part 3 much 
leſs ſprinkling, which the ſcripture never 
conſiders as any waſhing at all, but a rite 
intirely diſtinct from every kind of lotion; 
if, Ffay, daptiſn be waſhing the body, it will 
deſerve and demand the very ſerious conſide- 
ration of every one who is concerned to 
obſerve this as an inſſitution of God, whe- 
ther, and upon what principle, we may 
lay afide the one only baptiſm of ſcripture, 
and put another thing in the room of it? 


4 
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And further, with reſpect to the practies 
of modern times. (for ſprinkling is bat of- 
late date in England) it may de ſerve allo ta 
be confidgred, whether there be in any 
part of the Bible any ſuch religious cere- 
mony, as ſdrinfling water on the. face ? If, 
my reading does not deceive. me, there does 
not appear in all. the five; boaks.of MA 
apy, rite of ſnrinlling mere water. There 
was à ſprinkliag of water mixed iti 
blood, and of water mixed with ne | 
of an heiſer; but I think no ſuch thi 
as ſprinkling Jample water. It is ſaid in- 
deed, Exel. xxxvi. 25 Then Wal 
ſprinkle clean water upon you, and ye 
ſhall de clean; alluding, no doubt, to ſome a 
watery purification in the law of Mes. 
But I have not been able to find any en. 
pofitor "wh could point out any cere-" 

mony of unmixad water, to "which this 
refers. Phe only probable account T can 
find is, it refers to the water of ſeparutlon, 
Numb. ix. called alſo water, ſimply ; . but, 
this was really a compoſition of various in- 


gredients, viz, the aſhes'of à burnt heifer, 


(37) 
cedar-wood, and hyſop, and ſearlet, all 
mixed with the water. And in this caſe 
the unclean perſon was not only to be 
ſprinkled with this mixture, two ſeveral. 
days, but, moreover, there was another 
quite diſtinct rite to be performed, even a 
baptiſm, verſe 19. And the clean perſon 
| ſhall Hprintle the water of ſepatation] 
upon the unclean, on the third day, and 
on the ſeventh day. And on the ſeventh 
day he ſhall purify himſelf, and waſh his 
cloaths, and bathe ſg: water. Twice 
2 nyt Lord, and afier that once 

_ Waſhing the hands was a religious cere- 
mony of divine appointment; as alſp waſh- 
ing the feet. If then a clergyman ſhould 
waſh only the hands, or feet of the perſon 
to be baptized, and juſtify his practice by 
this text, Jobn xiii. 10. Jeſus ſaith to. 
him, he that is waſhed needeth not ſave-ta 
waſh his feet, but is clean every whit. 1 
ſubmit it to your Lordſhip's conſideration, 
whether a miniſter has not as. much [or 


G34) 


eg {criptural authority to praQtife thus, 
and ſolemnly uſe the name of the holy Tri- 
nity on this occaſion, ; and call it baptiſm, 
as, he has to forinkle the Face, or, as the 
cuſtom. is in Switzerland, to pour water 
on the back part of the head, & and call 
it baptiſin. All men, I doubt not, would 
cry out againſt this clergyman, as a cor- 
rupter of the ſacrament of baptiſm. But 
why ? Not becauſe it is further removed 
from the ſcripture account of baptiſm, [vis. 
a waſhing the body with pure water] than 
our preſent practice, but becauſe it is not 


1 


1 now E leave to A before * 
Lordfhip thoſe paſſages on pri, whoſe 
circumſtances aſſiſt in determining the due 
manner of this inſtitution; and, if I intro 
dute'the remarks of learned men on ſome 
of theſe paſſages; I do it, not as if by their 
authority, be they ever ſo learned or nume- 


* * . 
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* Biſhop Burne's 2d Letter of his Travels. 
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yous, the point in queſtion is to be deei- 
ded; but, on this principle, via. that it 
may fairly be preſumed, a judicious and 
earned writer will not, againſt his own 

practice, acknowledge . than what 
ih feels himfelf conſtræined to grant, by 
the . force” ou” mamta ba | 
„ 212 


ae 11 ili. i. 5 6 6. Then went out ie 


Feruſalem, and all Fudea, and all the re- 
gion round about Jordan, and were 4.28 
tized of him in Jenban. N No 


Yer 16. And Felis when " was hap- | 
2 went * e out 15 wh war 
tif 1 $4.4. . ; ; 
. Mark, i 6. Were _ bagel Au 
e. an Jorden he whats 


Verſe 9% 10. 7 fy was | baptized 3 in 
JorDAN : and ane coming * aut 
of the water. 1 
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(35) 
Jab iii. 23. John was baptiaing in 
= _—_ there was much water there, 


As vit 38, 3 ' They went down both 
int o the water, both Phiſip and the Eunuch 3 
and he- baptized him. And when BY 


were come up out of the water. 


| In the Creeh, var at, many witert, which 
C mes © either not knowing, or not attending to the He- 

e idiom, have fancied does not oblige us to underſtand 
ef much or a large quantity of water, Whereay vd 
u is only the Hebraiſm EAN TID. Now the 
fingplac number of this Hebrew ſubſtantive being not | 
uſed, therefore the Greek verſion is ſometimes vIcop wa- 
ter, ſometimes vd re waters, though the Hebrew ſtands 
always the ſame, An example or two will ſuffice, in- 
Read af great vumben ybich. might eaſily be proguced, 
Exch, Arvid 19+ When. I ſhall bring up the deep upon | 
_ thee, and reat waters [Greet vg , ſhall cover 
' thee.” Pſalm Ixxvii. 19. Thy way is in the ſea, and 
"thy path in the great eaters, [Greek ddt Na.] 
So that it i is quite indifferent, whether you expreſs nuch 
ne by et b, or hre Se. 80 the fame 
rixver, in the ſame chapter, is Mal; wor; hy yo 


waters, 75. i . 


($) 
1 Cor. vi. 11. Ye are waſhed [ar- 
cacbe.] Note, % is the word conſtantly 


uſed [except once Banrrity] in thoſe very 
numerous places of the Old Teſtament, 
| where bathing the perſon is commanded, as 
a diflint rite from all others of Ne | 
ling, og; Oc. e | 


E pb / v. 26. That he might cleanſe it 
{the church] with the waſhing of water. 
þ r dr? ] 


Coloſſi ii. 12. Buried with him in 1 
a tim, ene alſo you are e riſen with le. 

\ 
. Hb. "32. Our Makes waſhed with 
| pure water. Den] | 


CE 


<= circutaſtatee, of chuſing a a river 
to baptize in, of going down' into the wa- 
ter, and coming p out of the water, both 
the baptizer and the baptized ; and the al- 
luſions to a burial and riſing again; and 
of ſingling out a place proper for baptiſm, 
for this only reaſon, becauſe there Was much 


3 


(37) 
avater there : all theſe circumſtances are 
quite proper and natural to the cuſtom of 
immer/ion. But it is hard to account for 
the mentioning or pertinence of them up- 
on any other interpretation of baptiſm. 


According to the cuſtom of our day, 
my Lord, a ſingle baſon of water will ſuf- 

fice for a great multitude. And if the 
inſtitution may be ſatisfied this way, to 
what purpoſe were the multitudes obliged 
to leave their cities and towns for the 
fake of coming at a river? What reaſon 
is there in chuſing a place becauſe there is 
much water, if much water were not ne- 
ceſſary? There is not a town or village, 
but would equally well have ſerved for the 
place of baptizing, according to modern 
cuſtom, 


The Greek church obſerves, on Feſus 
coming up out of the water of Jerdan af- 
ter his baptiſm, Mat. iii. 16. that he 
« who aſcended out of the water muſt 
* firſt deſcend down into it. Baptiſm 


(3s) 
6e therefore is to be performed; not by 
40 ſprinkling but by waſhing the body. And 
indeed, ſays Dr. Whitby in loc. C it can 
c only be from ignorance of the Jewiſh 
6 rites in baptiſm, that this is que/tzoned ; 
C for they, to the due performance of this 


i 


rite, ſo ſuperſtitiouſly required the im- 
merſion of the whole body, that if any dirt 
hindered the water from coming to any 
c part of it, the baptiſm was not right; 
4 and if one held the baptized perſon by 
<« the arm when he was let down into the 
« water, another muſt after dip bim, 
cc holding him by the other arm that was 
66 waſhed before, becauſe his hand would 
e not ſuffer the water to come to bis 


& whole body.” 


c 


* * 


\ 


ov 


Mr. Baxter, in his Paraphraſe on the 

New Teflament, [one of the laſt books he 
publiſhed, in a good ad age, when the 
heat of controverſy may be ſuppoſed well 
over] obſerves on Mat. iii. O. We 
grant that baptiſm then was by waſhing 
* the whole body; and did not the differ- 


(-99)) 

c ence of our -co/d cbuntry, as to that hot 
„ one; teach us to remember [I will 
e have _ and not laentite} aucb. 
$6; nne Wien aid Nl 
The Rage wiiter thus 5 Row. 
vi. 4, 4, Therefore, in our baptiſm, we 
are dipped under the water, as ſignifying 
we are dead and buried to ſin.“ Again, 
„ Coloff. ii. 12. is thus paraphraſed by 
him, „They [y6ur luſts] are dead and 
<< buried. with him, for fo your baptiſm 
60 ſignifieth, in which you ate put under 
<« the water, to ſignify and profeſs that 
your old man is dead and buried, c.“ 
Once more, on 1 Peter iii. 21. ** When 
„ we are raiſed to holineſs by his Spi- 
& rit, as we riſe out OI in bap- 
« ſm, Sc. 


But why, it may be aſked, ſo particu- 
lar with Mr. Baxter? For the fake, my 
Lord, of the Pædobaptiſt diſſenters, if theſe 
letters ſhould fall into their hands, that 


Uhtf ia {et the opinion [as to what was 
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Satin, 
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0 
ſcriptural baptiſin] of a man juſtly held in 
high eſteem amongſt them. The excufe 
of him and many others, for laying aſide 
the ſcripture-baptiſin, confeſſed to be the 
ſcripture-baptiſm, and for ſubſtituting in 
the room of it another rite, intirely an- 
other rite, ſhall be * in the next 
Jet, Ke 
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LETTER 


My Lony, 


] FRETS afraid, your Lordſhip, bed this 
time, begins to think me tedious. You 
do not want all this labour of proof, that 
the ſeripture-baptiſm is immer tion. You 
know it: you own it: you bear witneſs 
publicly, before all the world, that bap- 
tiſm as Now performed amongſt us, is 
NOT KNOWN in the New Te/tament, the 
repoſitory of the only authentic declara- 
tions concerning this duty; for ©* if bap- 
ee tiſm had been THEN performed as it is 
«© Now amongſt us, we ſhould never have 
« ſo much as heard of this form of ex- 
cc preflion, of dying and ariſing again in 
6 this rite”. 


My Lord, I preſume not the attempt 
of informing you; but beg you will allow 
me the favour to ſtand up before you, an 
equitable and moſt capable judge, as a 


_— = 
pleader in ſupport of a matter of TRUTH 
and A 10 HT almoſt entirely caſt out from 
our * of the Wm 


I fay, 4 matter of ruth * 5 al- 
moſt intirely caſt out from aur, part of 
the world. For, thanks be to God, in 
other parts there are {till anllions, amongſt 
Vvhom the New Teflament rite, that is, the 
divine rite of immer ſion, is {till preſerved. | 
The vaſt Nuſſian empire hold it faſt, and 
all other Churcbes, who never ſubmitted 
to the tyranny of the Church of Rome. 
But to return, I would deſite any man, 
capable of the enquiry, to conſider with 
- meckneſs and eandour theſe two Fhings : 
Firſt, whether the Greek of the New Tr- 
fatent, be not borrowed from the Sep- 
© zangint, the * of the Ou eee 
If the caſe be fo, then Jet it be org 
"_ nn, e it werk My ble 
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* Note, That St. Soak. even to Gs . * 


from the ixx. is proved in ſundry examples by bilkop 
- Perſon in hib learned preface is the Septuapinl 
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for the New Teſtament writers to chuſe out 
from all the Greet of the Old Yiſtament 
two words that can more pretiſely, and de- 
terminately [if / determinately] expreſs 
and ſpecify that one particular ceremony 
of waſhing the whole body, as diſtin 
from all other purifications and waſhings, 
than the two words they Have actually 
choſen; viz. Barrie and %, to which 


add its e an 


| It bas been Already 3 that gar 
would ſcarce have done fo well, it being 
not uſed in the Septuagint in any one 
place, I believe, where the very frequent 
cetemony of- waſhing the whole body oe 
eurs. But ſuppoſing baptiſin were ex- 
preſſed in ſcripture by gar, 4 wort 
which undoubtedly means dipping; if any 
word in the Greet tongue can mean it; 

yet, my Lord, 4 man diſpoſed father tb 

hide and ſhun truth than embrace it, 
might find ways and means to get ſhife 
even of this word; thus — He. feads th 
Dan. iv, 33. That Nebuchadnezzar was 
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driven from man, and did eat graſs as 


oxen, and his body was wet with the 
dew f heaven, He reads the ſame 
again, chap. v. ver. 21. But how 1s 
this in the Greek of thoſe paſſages ? It 
is thus: amo Ty; pe Y pars To S 
avry EBAQH.  [dipf] Now we all know, 
that a perſon is wet with dew, not 


by immer ſion into it, but by its diſtilla- 


tion in gentle drops, we are ſprinkled 


by it. Hence, in ſcripture and common 
language, drop as the dew, and drops 


F dew. A clear proof, that gare ſig- 
nifies to ſprinkle. And thus, my Lord, 
there is 0 word, whoſe literal, ſtrict and 
proper meaning may not be evaded,” when- 
ever an alluſtve and metaphorical ſenſe can 
be found. Its literal ſenſe, even where 


there is no poſſible room for figure, may 


be thrown aſide, and the figurative im- 


port brought in, whenever it is convenient 


to ſerve an hypotheſis. And ſo 1 have 
known it actually fare with the offspring 


of Barro, vis, Gamrigu, particularly in 1 


(45) 
Corinth. x. 2. And were all baptized ini 
nn in _ . 4 in the fea.” 1 


What every; whack capable of hats 
ing into his lexicon, knows to be the ſtrict 
literal meaning of the word, is ſet. aſide, 
where it occurs. only in its /zteral import, 
by the help of a few circumſtances in. a 
mere figure and alluſion; thus, the cloud, 
which hung over the children of Vrael, is 
a watery ſubſtance, /prinkling its water 
in drops. The ſea, which was as a wall 
unto them on the right hand and on the 
left; by the force of the ſtrong wind 
which blew, ſent forth a great ſpray or 
ſprinkling. So' they were' plentifully 
ſprinkled by the cloud above, nth "ft the 
waters on each ſide. | 


Fs a man of plain ane, not chink⸗ 
ing of this cloud or pillar of fire, drop- 
ping down water ; but of opinion, with 
your Lordſhip, that the baptiſm of. ſcrip- 
ture is immerſion, would be apt to carry 


his thoughts no farther than to appre- 


46) 

hend, here is an alluſion to the cuſtom 
of immarſion; the. Iſraelitas being as it 
were covered by the cloud over, and the 
waters on each fide of them. Or as Gro- 

_ #rus, on the place, expreſſes it, „ The 
« cloud was over their head: fo alſo is the 
<< water over the bead of thoſe who are 
e baptized. The fea encompaſed their 
-<«© fides: ſo 'alfo does the water encompaſs 
4 thoſe who are baptized.” . Nubes im- 
80 pendebas fllorum ay not Hie & aqua tis 
«qui ' baptizantur. - Mur circumdabat 
% forum _ e _ £98 4 bapti- 


4 zantur., | FP 
Ys; | ENDS Tos ix Wee \ 


ve. We who are fo nile iſe to wath- 
ing the whole body, either in a common 
or religious way, are apt to wonder, 
where, and how, ſuch prodigious num- 
ders, as are mentioned in the New Te/ta- 
ment to be baptized, could be accommodated 
if they were immerged in water? But, my 
Lord, it needs only to be conſidered, the 
principal ſcene of baptiſm lay in a coun- 
try, where immerſion was quite familiar, 
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(42) 
and mu, by the very laws of their reli- 
gion, come into daily uſe through all 
parts of the land; and then the wander 
will ceafe, For, as biſhap. Patric ob- 
ſerves; ©* there are ſo many wafhings pre- 
« ſcribed [in the law of Moſes] that it is 
« reaſonable to believe, there were not 
66 only at Jeruſalem, and in all other c:- 
« ties, but in every village (ſeveral bathing 
« laces contrived. for: thefe legal purihca- 
tions, that men might, without much 
s labour, be capable to fulfil theſa pia 
* TENG * ee MV n. 


L came. now, my Lora, to ork Was 
promiſed in the laſt letter, viz, to conſider 
the excuſe of thoſe, who, though they con- 
ſeſs the /criptural laptiſi to bg immerſion 
yet apologize for a departure from it; 
and, of two quite different diſtinct lawy 
and inſtitutions, put one in the room of 
the other. In gonſequence thereof, it is 
come to that pals, that what at firſt was 
gone but ſeldom, and in ſuppoſed caſes of 
urgent neceſſity, is now becoms the uni⸗ 


(48) 

verſal, conſtant practice; and the one bap- 

tiſm, the acknowledged one baptiſm of ſcrip- 

ture is intirely caſt. out, in favour of An- 

OTHER RITE; except among a hand- 

ful of —_ who ſtill N . p. 
mitive form. 


Mr. Baxter, we have already ſeen, ex- 
cuſes the matter by the coldneſ of our cli- 
mate. Calvin, the celebrated reformer at 
Geneva, obſerves, in his expoſition of As 
viii. 38. We ſee here what was the 

/ < baptiſmal rite among the ancients; for 
they plunged the whole body in the water. 
e Now tis the cuſtom for the miniſter to 
« ſprinkle only the body or head.” And 
he too excuſes this ſprinkling; but how 
I cannot wel! recollect, having not his 
book at hand. Biſhop Burnet, though 
he thus deſcribes the primitive baptiſm, 
« With no other garments but what might 
ce ſerve to cover nature; they at firſt laid 
« them down in the water, as a man is 
laid in a grave, and then they ſaid 
« theſe words, ** baptize, or todſi thee, 


(49) 


a | in 15 2 Ge. Then they ralled | 
ee them up again, and clean garments 
ce were put on them: from whence came 
&« the phraſes of being baptized into 

& Chriſt's death, of being buried with 
« lim by baptiſm into death : of our be- 
4 ing riſen with Chriſt, and of our put- 
00 ting on the Lord Fe Fe 2 Chri ft, of putting g 
ce off the old man, and putting on the new.” 
And though he juſtly obſerves, << facra- 
6 ments ate poſitive precepts, which are 
te to. be meaſured only by the inſtitution, 
« in which there is not room left for us 
© to carry them any farther ;” yet, for- 
| getting his own meaſure of the inſtitution, 
vix. the party baptized was laid drwn in the 
water, as a man is laid in the grave, He 
e ſays, the danger of dipping in cold cli- 
« mates may be a very good reaſon for 
6 changing the form of. baptiſm to fprink- 
6 ling.” Expoſ. xxxix Articles, pages 
55 300, 346, Edit. 1. 


But, as the good Biſhop obſerves, i in the 


page laſt cited, on the other ſacrament, and 
E 
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0 50 ) 
change made therein by the churelt 


of Rome, « All reaſoning. upon this head is. 


| 04 an arguing again/l the inflitution;.. 48 if 
6 _Chrift and his apoſtles had not well, 


& conſidered i it; but that 1200. years after. 
« them, a conſequence ſhould be ob- 
<« ſerved, that till. then had not been 


« thought of, which made E to 


& alter the manner of it. He who inſti- 
64 tuted it knew beſt, what was moſt fit-- 
6 ting and moſt reaſonable; and we 
40 muſt chooſe. rather to acquieſce in * 
& commangs, than, in our own east 115 ws.” 


Page 347- 


» 
* 


by is das” to your " Lode that 


ö when our bleſſed Saviour ſaid unt the 


apoſtles, Go, teach. all natians,. Baptizing 
them, they underſtood him to mean dip- - 


Ping. Here then js one only rule and law 


for all nations. No proviſion for making 
a difference between ꝛwarm climates and 


cold. Not the leaft hint of uo rites, of 


which the adminiſtrator may, take his 
wie, according to. his own made and 


2 * 


Agr) 
diſcretion; but there is aue laws ave inſti- 
tution, for all nations upon the face of the 
earth; Ge, teach. ami dip them. Why then, 
my Lord, do we not acquieſce in this com 
—_— but ey it nem 
* | 


But 1 beg kar to 7 two or r three 
things in particular to the ple for this 
confeſſed alleration. e 


fe F int, Coldneſs of chmate is is an a excyſe 
which, make the beſt of it, can ferve but 
for ſome part of the year, and for ſome 
_ weakly conſtitutions; and yet the practice 
of ſprinkling i 18 univerſal and l in 
the hot ſeaſon as well as cold, and on the 
moſt robuſt and healthy as "well as the 
. weak. The reaſon offered in juſtification 
g of the new way implies, that were it not 
for neceſſity, the primitive baptiſm fhould 
de oblerved; nevertheleſs, it is not ob- 
ſerved, where no ſhadow of neceſſity is 
n Such commony is 1770 * 
oats . 2 
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(2 
and effe&t of departing from our rule: 


Human nature falls in with what is leaſt 
troubleſome.” We firſt"plead a neceſlity 


of relaxing in certain” eaſes; theſe caſes 
continually multiply in favour of aſe'and ' 
indulgence, and then cuſſom carries all be- 
fore it. Dr. Wall, giving the reaſons why 


in queen Elizabeth's reign the cuſtom of 
dipping was laid aſide, obſerves, It be- 


46 ing allowed to weak children to be bap- 


“ tized by affufion, many fond ladies and 
.S gentlewomen. firſt, and then by degrees 
e the common people, would obtain tlie 
et favour of the prieſt to have their 4 


il- 
« dren paſs for weak children, too ten- 


of der to endure dipping in the We: 4 


1 . 


Vol. 2. page 301. Edit, n 


| Secondly, Immerſion was the conſtant 


practice in this ſame cold climate for many 
- hundred years (che change into ſprinkling, 
as a general practice, being ſcarce two 
hundred years old) and yet I believe no 


hiſtory can be produced c its having been 
of ill conſequence even to infants. Take 4 


3 


4 { 53) 
the affair only in a medical view, and cold 
bathing is not only /afe, but very .eu, 
many times, to tender babes, which made 
the late Dr. Cheyne ſay, 4+ I cannot ſuffi- 
« ciently admire how it. [cold bathing] 
“ ſhould ever have come into ſuch dif- 
{« .uſe, eſpecially among Chri/tians, when 
* commanded by the greateft lawgiver 
de that ever was, under the direction of 
«God's holy Spirit, to his choſen people, 
« and perpetuated to us in the immerſion at 
« baptiſm by the ſame Spirit, who, with 
« infinite wiſdom, in this, as in every 
« thing. elſe, that regards the temporal 
<« and eternal felicity of his creatures, 
« combines their duty with their happi- 
« neſs.” El on Health, Se. Chap. + | 
Beck. 7. 


| Thirdly, The rs [God will wu mer- 
cy and not ſacrifice] may juſtly be applied 
to excuſe from baptiſm itſelf, [that is, as 
I underſtand jt, from immerſion] thoſe who 
cannot receive it without manifeſt danger; 


but, I think, will by no means juſtify 2 


() 
int rite. For illuſtration ſake, my Lord, 
—— mention the caſc-of an r 


It __ a "os tape that this rite 
ſhould be. obſetrved with reſpect to every 
Zewiſh male at eight days old. Vet during 
the ¶ſraelites travel through the wilderneſs, 
for the ſpace of farty years, it was omitted. 
The: reaſon of which was the danger and 
| inconvenience that muſt ariſe from it, 
in i their travelling unſettled condition. Vids 
Patrick and other expoſitors on Fe/ua v. 
But ſuppoſe the Fews, from the undoubted 
inconvenience of circumciling the part 4p- 
painted, had reaſoned themſelves into the 
practice of circumciſing a finger or te, 
would not this have been an unwarrant- 
able departure from the inſtitution of God? 
Unqueſtionably it would. Who required 
this at their hand? And eſpecially would 
they not be chargeable with a notorious 
perverſion of a plain poſitive precept, if, 
fom this plea of neceſſity in the wilder - 


(55) 

meſs, they ſhould take oceaſion to make 
the change ral and perpetual, upon all 
perſons, and in all times? And how long 
ſoever this alteration had prevailed, would 
it not be juſtifiable, and matter of com- 
mendation, nay even duty, in thoſe per- 
ſons who au the deviation from the de- 
clared will of the Inſtitutor, to reject this 
circumciſion of human device, and reſtore 
it to its firſt inſtitutiom? We muſt think 
ſo, unleſs the antiquity of error excuſe it, 
.and make that right, which at firſt was 

wrong. | 1 


F therefore baptiſm was originally im- 
,merſion, let it be immerſion ſtill; for, as 
your moſt learned friend Dr. S. Clarke has 
obſerved, In things of external appoint- 
« ment, and mere poſitive inſtitution, 
here we cannot, as in matters of n- 
0 tural and moral duty, argue concern- 
ing the natural reaſon and ground of the 
obligation, and the original neceſſity of 
«© the SE itſelf; wwe, have nothing to do 
* but to ; þ the poſitive command. God 


en 
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(56) 
be js infinitely better able than we, to 


judge of the propriety and uſefulneſs of 
be the things he inſtitutes; and it be- 
comes us to. obey with humility and 


< reverence,” Expoſ. Church Cat. page 


| 305. Sc. Edit. 2. 


Your Lordſhip will ſuffer me to add, 


there is not ſo great a difference between 
circumciſing a finger | and the foreſkin, as 5 


between covering the whole body in water, 
and Jprintling the face, It would be cir- 
cumciſion till, only of a different part; but 
bathing and ſprinkling, the book o God 
always conſiders as . two inſtitutions qu ite 


WP. 1 99a 


In abet has been advanced in theſe 
Letters, your Lordſhip knows, 1 have been 


| pleading for a return of the ancient primi- 
tive baptiſm of the church. I am ſorry 


that fonts of modern ſtructure are ſo dwin- 
dled i in ſize, that an infant cannot be dipt 
in them; and ſhall be very glad if we are 
recovered | to ſo Juſt a ſenſe of the divine 


(57) 
authority in this inſtitution, as to conclude 
we have nothing. to do but obſerve the poſi- 
tive command, and with humility and reve- 
rence obey the original m/turution, that is, to 
dip the party N in the name, Nc. 


For if your Lordſhip's obſervation 2 
right, that the due manner of perform- 
ing this poſitive duty depends entirely 
upon the will and declaration of him 
$ who: inſtitutes or ordains it; and 10 
manner is declared by him, but that 
Immerſion, which, you fay, was the cu- 
ſtom in the firft and only authentic days; 
your Lordſhip then inſtructs me to con- 
clude, that to follow any dire&ion, which 
turns us off from this immer ſion, is, fo 
far, making it our own inſtitution, and 
not the inſtitution of him who firſt ap- 
pointed it. 4 
J am, my Lord, 

Your Lordſhip's moſt obedient 
humble Servant. 


LETTER 
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1. baptiſm be any thing at all tows; if 
any religious regard be due to it, it is from 
its being a divine command, not confined 
to the firſt converts to chriſtianity, but 
reaching to us. Whoever believeth not fo 
is guilty of . preſumption, to do that in 
#he name of the Lord, which the Lord re- 
quireth not. It is far from the ſimplicity 
and godly-ſincerity of the goſpel, to put 
on the appearance of a moſt ſacred and 
M tranſaQtion 15 the name of the Father, 

and of the Son, and 4 of the Holy Ghoſt, if, 


An our conſcience, we believe this is no part 


of the will of God reaching to us. If 
baptiſm be an inſtitution deſigned by Fe/ws 
:Chrift for all ages of the Chriſtian Church, 

Jet us treat it with religious regard: if we 
be dtherwiſe minded, let us be ſo honeſt 


(59) 
and 944 to ens, 120 0 the wines 


| The former! 1500 e into hs 
manner of this rite; or what the New Te- 
ſtament intends by the action of baptixixg. 
The refult of our enquiry was this: The 
phraſeclagy of the New Tyflamemti is takin | 
from the SEPTUAGINT, or Greek" tramſla- 
tion of the Olde and ſuch words, and only 
ſuch words, are uſed to expreſs the action 
of baptizing, as there denote and ſpecify, 
preciſely, that patticiſar precept of Barbe 
ing, or covering the whole body in water; 
a rite” petfectly diſtinct from, and nevet 
Eonfounded with any haps Te" wy . e 
ling, Nee Ke. oh 
And 1 beg. Mee ener mass _ 
it to public conſideration, —Whether it is 
poſſible, agreeably to the Language of the 
Old Teſtament, to chuſe out words that 
ſhall, more preciſely, and ſtrongly, convey 
the idea of immer ſian, than what the Evan- 
geliſts and Apoſtles have actually choſen, 


(6) 


when they ſpeak of baptiſm? — Could any 
one have helped- them to apter and more 
determinate language, on ſuppoſi ſtion that 
they. wanted and deſigned to expreſs to 
their brethren and country- men that fa- 
miliar-and frequent practice amongſt them, 
of waſhing the whole body ?—If the Spi- 
rit which inſpired the Apoſtles, had given 
them a foteſight of the controverſies wkich 
have ariſen on this head, could they have 
fixed on words better adapted to prevent 
ſuch controverſies? to prevent its being 
ever ſaid, The Language of the New. 
« Teſtament concerning this duty is fo 
c jndeterminate and lax, that it matters 
«© not, whether, in baptiſm, you cover 
< the whole body, or apply a little water 
& to a part of it.” Let ſcripture be its 


own interpreter, nnn. one n r 
another. 


Have not then the New Teftament- 
writers taken from their own ſcriptures 
that language, and all that Janguage, 
and, I think it may be added, only that 


66) 


Ride, which "expreſſes "the ne; oth 
uſage ſo often ſpecified by bathing the 
Heſh, or r perſon „in water? 


C 
x 5 * . 
r 


It is eaſy for A 8 though of good 
underſtanding, to loſe himſelf amidſt 
clouds and darkneſs, if he knows nothing 
of the learned languages, when the books 
he reads draw him to the peruſal of dif- 
putes about the ſenſe MPS 4 an 
unknown tongue. 8 vo e oa | 


: But as the whgla of the affair, ſo far as 
we have yet gone, turns upon one ſhort 
plain queſtion; ſo every man of common 
ſenſe can obſerve, whether a. perſon of 

candour, and allowed to be a capable 
judge, will give his anſwer yea, of nay. 
The ſhort, plain queſtion is this. Is there 


ground and reaſon to conclude, the wri- 


ters of the New Teſtament would have 
uſed other expreſſions, if they had intended: 
that one rite of immerſion? If ſo, what, 

are thoſe other expreſſions? — This is 


gy 
e matter to a ſhort and plain 


bringing th 
Zflue. Ma 


I believe, my Lord, the moſt exact and 
rigorous examination of the foregoing 
queries will end in this concluſion: That 

by the ſacramental baptiſm of water, the 
Nero Teſtament means, PTY * wh 
immer on wu water, 


80 chad: the- cies . Salle, who 
lived a little after immerſion grew out of 
uſe, had too much reaſon to ſay, „In 
0 An of late years, I ever thought, 
the Parſon laptiaed his own Fingers, ra- 
* ther chan che Child. Sollte Works, 

| Wir- . Col. . Ws 45 OE SHES | 


14 theſe things; are eos then — an- 
older conſideration, deſerving the attention 
of Proieſtants ; namely, What reply ſhall 
we make to the Papiſtis Who inſiſt upon 
it, they do not more change and innovate 
in che adminiſtration of the Lord's Supper, 


«by withholding the Cup. from the Laity, 


(63) 
than we do in the adminiſtration of Jags. 
tiſm, by 71 aſide immerſion, and ſub 


ſtituting prinłling or pouring in its place. 
We call theirs a half communion; and: 
juſtly, becauſe they withhold the wine. 
What if they call ours, on the ſame. 
ground, a half-bapti/m.? How . ſhall we 
reply, I doubt the Papiſis will ever re- 
main unanſwered by a conſiſtent. Prote+ 
ſtant, until he confeſſes immerſion the only, 
baptiſm; and that it cannot be proved, 
the church of Rame has more departed: 
from the Chriſtian-rule,. in their manner 
of adminiſtring the Lord's Supper, than 
we baue in- our manner eee 
Bu. 


Lads 3 y * e 
dered; that we may tale off occaſion from. 
theſe Who. ſeck. accaſion to fuppart themſelves 
in error. A. ſenſible Roman Catholic, 
who knows his ſtrength, or perhaps rather 
aur weakneſs, will always retort upon 
us, * Shew us your authority for laying, 
* aſide * e and {eriggural, tar” 
| 3 


— —— —, —— — = 
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"IP F 5 oe Fac " =P 8 4 m 
& nerſion; and we will produce our au- 


* thority for withholding the cup from 


ce * the Ty. 


I come bind my Lord, to what was 
promiſed at the concluſion of the former 
LETTER; namely, to enquire into the 
nature and end of Chriſtian Baptiſm. 
Throughout which enquiry, I ſhall care- 
fully keep in ſight, as a fure guide, the 
two Rowing er or you _ 
* | 


ben ede dees or is was, 
ſuch by. inſtitution alone, depend entirely 
on the will and declaration of the Perſon 
who inſtitutes or ordains them, with re- 
pete te to the real * and end of them.” # 


4 


I TIT piſs in the New Ty „ 
ment, which relate to this duty, and they 
alone, are the original accounts of the 
nature and end of this inſtitution, and the 
only authentic declarations, upon which 
we of later ages can /af?ly depend; being 


{ b5-) 
written by. the immediate followers of our 
Lord; thoſe who were witnefles them- 
ſelves of the inftitution ; or were inſtructed 
by thoſe who were fo; and join with 
them in delivering down one and the ſame 
account of this religious 8 wi 


The author of a well . book, en- 
titled The Moral Philoſopher, written in 
favour of infidelity, would have it, © that 
« baptiſm and the Lord's Supper are not 
% Chriſtian inſtitutions, becauſe the ex- 
« ternal elementary parts of theſe ſacra- 
« ments were in uſe before, as national 


< rites, uſages, &c, amongſt the Fetus.“ . 


To him Dr. Leland returns this plain, 
ſatisfactory anſwer: „But that which 
makes any thing to be properly a Chri- 
« flian inſtitution, is, its being inſtituted 
e or appointed by Chri/t himſelf, to be 
10 obſerved in his church: if therefore 
6c Baptiſm and the Lord's Supper were 
6 thus ered, or appointed by N 

| ava 


(.66) 
<« himſelf, they are, properly ſpeaking, 
« Chriſtian inſtitutions, and it doth not 
« alter the caſe, whether we. ſuppoſe 
« them, with regard to the outward ele- 
«© mentary part of them, to have been 
t among the Jews before, or not.“ Vid. 


Leland's Anſiuer to the Moral Philoſopher, 
Edit. I. page 478, 479. = 


be firſt account of bantiſa, as a a Chri- 
ian inſtitution, is in Matt. XXViii. 19. 
Go ye therefore, and teach all nations; bap- 
tizing them into the name of the Father, and 


a. the Son, and ud of the holy Ghoſt. 1 3 


The plain ſenſe and meaning of Wl 
words cannot be better expreſſed than in 
the following paraphraſe of Doctor 8. 
, Clarke, viz. G0 therefore and preach 
«© the goſpel to all the world, making 
« diſciples out of .« every nation, and bap- 
« tizing them with water in the name, 
«*&c. that is, receiving them to a pro- 
4 on of the belief, and an obligation 
« to the practice of that religion, which 


19 * 


„God the Father has revealed aud 
cc taught by his Son, and confirmed and 
6c « eſtabliſhed 10 the Holy ( Gene 0 


8t. Mark gives the PO account 4 this 
inſtitution, though in different words. 
Mark «xvi. 15, 16. And he ſaid unto 
them, Go ye into all the world, and preach 
the goſpel to every creature; he that be- 
lieveth and is baptized ſhall be ſaved; but 
he that believeth not ſball be damned. That 
is, faith the above Paraphraſt, . Preach: 
« the« goſpel to all mankind. He that 
& embraces my religion, and by baptiſm 
<« enters into an obligation to obey. it, 
and lives accordingly, ſhall be ſaved:: 
% but. he that rejects the goſpel, either 
« by obſtinate unbelief, or by n 
6c, bent ora in ſhall be damned.” 2 


fla is certain, the Sandee makes a 
feed between the baptiſms of John 
and -Chrift; for the ſame perſons who had 
already received John's . wero 

2 
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baptized a ſecond time in the name of the 
OE PR GET 3» 4» 5. 


'T he chief diſtinctions are theſe fl 
lowing: 


„ The Ns * was 1 1 
to the ers: but Chriſtian Baptiſm is 
1 for all natians. 


Jun took his Ration by the river er For 
dan, for the convenience of immerging 
the great multitudes that reſorted to him: 
and there went out to him Feruſalemz and 
all Fudea, and all the region round about For- 
dan, and were baptized of him in Jordan, 
confeſſing their ſms, Matt. iii. 5, 6, 7. But 
Chri/t coming, a light to enlighten the Gen- 
tiles, as well as for the glory of his people. 1/- 
rael; therefore his baptiſm is appointed for 
the Gentiles as well as Jews. Go, teach all 
nations, baptizing them, ſaith St. Matthew. 
And St, Mark, Preach the goſpel to every 
creature; he that believeth [whoever be- 


6690 
Kmocth, whether rw or Gentile] and b 
ay 28d, "_ be . | 


II. John baptized .the people to pre- 
pare them for the faith of the Meſſiah 
abet to come or juſt coming + but Chri- 
ſian, baptiſm is. declarative of faith in 5 
Meſliah not * but come. | 


This en is s proved by the fol 
n texts. N 


- Ads xix. w— ' Then ſaid Paul, John v ve- 
rih baptized with the baptiſm of rapent- 
ance, ſaying unto. the people, that they ſhould 


believe on him which ſhould come after him, 
that is, on Chriſt Feſus. John i. 31. 
That he [Chriſt] ſhould be made manife 7 
to Iſrael; therefore am 1 come 1 
e m A 


E 


Im 8 3 declared, manifeſted, 
proved to be the Son of God with power, 
by the reſurrection” from the dead; and 
all power being actually given to him in 

2 
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.heaven and in earth; therefore, Chri- 
ſtian baptiſm is into the name of the Son, 
ſo manifeſted, as well” as * the Fer, 


Matt, xxviii. 18, 19. 


l. The Se e b think £1 aff 


ground alſo for this diſtinction, viz. Chri- 


ſtian baptiſm teacheth expreſsly faith in 
the Holy Spirit ; which doth not appear 
to be any part of the inſtruction ne- 
ceſſary at John's baptiſm : for the diſcl- 
ples at Epheſ us, who had been baptized 
unto John's baptiſm,” tell St. Paul, They 
had not ſo much as heard, whether there n 
bs pa e CORN. A 


ome . ups 3 Another 
200 great and important difference be- 
tween the two baptiſms ; that is, Fobn's 
baptiſm excluded infants, but 9 


baptiſm includes them. W en 


- 


Dre. Whitby oblerves, 10 © is not to be 


i 9 
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ze wondered at that "infants © were © not 
«© baptized during John's miniſfry; be- 
ic cauſe the baptiſm thus uſed by Tohn 
&« and Chrift's diſciples, [ vix. before 
the inſtitution of Chriſtian baptiſm] . was 
« only the baptiſm of repentance, and 
« faith in the Meſſiah which was for 
« to came; of both which infants were 
ce incapable.” Annotat. in Matt. xix. 
13, 14. He ſays the ſame in his 1 
tation on Matthew xxviii. 19. 


Turrettin, Divioity-Profeſſor at Geneva, 
ſays, John admitted none to baptiſm but 
ſuch as confeſſed their fins; becauſe 
his buſineſs lay in baptizing the adult, 
& oe. Johannes neminem ad baptiſ- 
mum admittebat, niſi confitentem peccata 
e ſua, quia agebatur de adultis baptizandis, 
% &e,” Turret. Iuſtit. Vol, III. page 
408. e PTR 


How far this ſentiment (that the 


(729 
© baptiſm of John excluded infants, but 


that yet they have a right to Chriſtian 
baptiſm) is agreeable to Fans, — 
next be conlidered. 


I ; am, my Led 


Dur Lardſbip's moſt . 


(n 
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LETTER vl. 


My Load, 


V * Hoever will give himſelf ed trow- 
ble to look back on the firſt part of 
theſe Letters, and read the texts pro- 
duced concerning Fobu' s baptiſm, will, 
1 believe, perceive no footſtep in them 
of his baptizing infants: nor is there any 
declaration, or the leaſt hiut, that the 
diſciples of Chri/t, before his death, bap- 
tized any but grown people. As Dr. 
Whitby obſerves, © They only baptized, 
& as John had done, into the faith of © 
© the Meſſiah which was to come ; and 
te with that baptiſm of repentance, which 
«© prepared the Jews for the reception 
“of his kingdom. — It is not therefore 
, to be wondered, that they baptized 
e not thoſe infants, who could not, by 
an actual repentance, prepare them- 


(74) 

« ſelves for the coming of that Mefliah, 

« who was then at hand.”  Whitby' 
Diſftre,/on Mate, $xvili, 19d. 
The diſciples of Chriſt, during his. mi- 
niſtry on earth, as well as the diſciples 
of John, were very well acquainted with 
che inſtitution of baptiſm; for they them- 
ſelves baptized great multitudes. The 
Lord knew how the Phariſees had heard 
that Feſus made and baptized more 
diſciples than John „ though . Feſus himſe] If 
baptized not, but his diſciples, John iv. 
1, 2. But they adminiſtered a baptiſm 
in which infants had zo part. When 
therefore our bleſſed Saviour, aſter his 
reſurrection, inſtituted bis ſacrament of 
baptiſm, if infants were to be received to 
it, „ It cannot be doubted that he him- 
e ſelf ſufficiently declared this to his firſt 
* and immediate followers ; which ſuffi- 
bog cient and only authentic declaration 
i muſt appear in ſome POR, of the 
* New L TN: 


"of 7 * 1 £ 
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Thee ſeems the 'greateſt reaſon 
Py ſome expreſs declaration on this 
head; becauſe, ' otherwiſe; men, who had 
hitherro been zſed to exclude infants, and 
to look upon them no way concerned in 
the ordinance of baptiſm, would be likely 
ſtill "to paſs them by, and not think of 
them as coming within the reach of their 
freſh commiſſion. Men who, during 
John's miniſtry, had already baptized an 
infinite multitude of the adult only among 
the ' Fews, would naturally conclude,” on 
rheir being ſent forth'to' praftiſe the "a 
rite amongſt the 'Gentiles, that with them 
alſo: the adult only were proper ſubjecto, 
unleſs there appeared ſomething upon the 
face of their gowns yo te * ow 
An e 

'T 1e baprifi of rnfants beg nals 
k dae concerning which God had 
given them nothing in charge; it will 
ſeem quite neceſſary they ſhould have 
2 ſome- plain, clear, determinate inftruc- 
* 


* 
* 4 * 9 
* 
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tions on this head; eſpecially and above 
all in this ſort of duty, which owes al 
its obligation and all its virtue to poſitive 
cammand © 1 ſay it will ſeem, quite neceſ- 
fary they ſhould have ſome plain, deter- 

minate inſtructions, if they were, for 
the future, to give baptiſm. to perſons to 
whom they. Hah! 09k born, army di- 
rected to give it. kr 


55 
rm be expected, if in proceſs of time, 
and where Chriſtianity came to be the 
and expreſs import of this rite were to 
undergo ſuch a change, that, inſtead of 
being the ſign of repentance towards God, 
and faith towards our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
in the party baptized ; it ſhould, univer- 
ally, be adminiſtered at an age and time 
of life when the baptized know ms 
__ * and faith, 


- This n aun he 4 in 
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all Chriſtian countries. Baptiſm is nog, 
as it was in the beginning, a ſign of re- 
pentance and faith in the perſon baptized. 
Babes of a few days old know nothing 
of theſe things: and yet theſe are, ac- 
cording to all legal z/lablifbments, the only 
ſubjects of it, except, what happens very 
rarely, the few og of ' proſelytes. =] 


3 us now examine the 1 of 
the New Teſtament, and ſee whether 
Jeſus Chriſt has by himſelf, or his im- 
_ mediate followers, declared that infants 
n a of this luda. 


The ** account yy baptiſin. ee 
Chriſtian ordinance is Matt. xxviii. 19. 
Go ” therefore and teach all nations, bgp- 
tizing them into the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the haly Gheft, 
Which commiſſion is, in St, fark xvi. 
15, 16. thus expreſſed, Go. ye. into all the 
world, and preach the goſpel to every crea- 
ture ; he that believeth and is baptized Hull 


bt ſaved, but he that believeth not ſhall be 
The only difference in the accounts of 
theſe. two Evangeliſts is, that Matthew 
in his expreſſion teach, [h rio, diſ- 
ciple]- all nations, is more * conciſe than 
Mark, who inſtead of it ſays, preach the 
_ to Hr whe jor he m 1 ah 
dec. ä | 
, * 

0 may not 4. eds to obſerve, 
2 the word in Matthew rendered [teach] 
is not the word commonly rendered teach 

in the New Teſtament. The word com- 
monly uſed is [3Jzoxo] which occurs 
very often: but the other word [paSyrwe, 
teach] in the baptiſmal commiſſion of 
Matthew, is uſed only three times more 
in all the New Teſtament. Matt. iii. 
52. Every ſcribe WHICH 18 INSTRUCTED 
eee into the kingdom. of heaven. 


Matt. xxvii. 57. Jaſcbb who alſo himſelf 
Was n DISCIPLE CHa uri 20 
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neu]. Acts xiv. 21. Iden they had | 


© | preached ' the goſpel , to, that city, and HAD 


TAUGHT many L Hortus] They 


did not barely preach the . goſpel,, but 
taught . fo. effeRually as to. . prevail, on 
many to become diſciple, « or. believers, 


This is the * I of the ee, 


E occurring in very numerous 
paſſages of the New Teſtament, is 


name of believers i in Cbriſt, we have the 


where he bids his followers to go and 
make converts to him throughout the 


world. So that whereas, fade im- 
plies teaching, full as much as the more. 
common word CAA, the difference 
is, that the former has a more preciſe 
and determinate meaning; ; conveying to 
the apoſtles this idea, via. So teach the 


1 


people, as to a mr appr __ gry cog 
my arferples. als ” : 


* $4 % 
4 95 „ Wi . 3 "I'S hu 
# 3 Sn Nan 3 n 
1 


-- T4 


The common appellation of Chri len 8 


1 diſciples... As this is the uſual 


| verb of it in our Lord's commiſſion, 


18 


* * 
mem ” 
* A 
—— —U—ä— — EY - 
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I do not diſlike the rendering, diſciple 
i nations; provided the idea of teach- 
ing make a neceſſary part of it, and that 
aiſciple and baptize be not taken for ſy- 
honymous terms, as ſome make them, I 
think, without any foundation in ſcrip- 
ture, or juſt criticiſm. As in John iv. r. 
pale; Tow nd Banlgu contain two diſline? 
ideas, viz. firſt to make diſciples, and 
then to baptize them; fo Matt. xxviii. 
19. Hague, Banlbculs, expreſs the 
fame two diſtin ideas; viz, make diſ- 
ciples, and baptize them. Firſt convert 
them to the faith of Chriſt; and when 
_— is — er n 


* cc MaSleven here js to preach the 5 to all nati. 
«© ons, and to engage them to believe it in order to their 
4 profeſſion of chat faith by baptiſm ; as ſeems apparent 
0 (2) from the parellel commiſſion Mar xvi. 15, Go, 
4 of the goſpel to every creature; be that belieweth, and 
« js baptized, fball be ſaved. (2) From the ſcripture no- 
4c tion of a diſciple, that being ſtill the ſame as a belie ver. 

«<1 defire any one to tell me, how the apoſtles could 
« K2nlwery, make a diſciple, of an Heat ben, or unbe- 
„ lieving Few, without being — or Feathers of 


(8) 


I T ſubmit theſe - few remarks to your 
Lordſhip's better judgment and - {kill.” 
And if they are true, then, I ſuppoſe, 
all that the apoſtles could learn from the 
commiſſion is, that whereas they had been 
uſed before to teach the Vetus, and to 
baptize ſuch only of them as profeſſed to 
receive and believe their doctrine; they 
were henceforth to enlarge their plan; 
and, preaching 20 all ſorts , people, to 
baptizer thoſe who believed their report. 
So their commiſſion expreſsly runs: Go ye 
into all the world, and preach the goſpel to 
every creature; he that believeth | * 
1 ond is II On X 


jy ans Lortſhip iam me to 1 
te It cannot be doubted Jeſus Chriſt ſuf- 
& ficiently declared to his firſt and im- 
& mediate followers the wwho/e of what 


& thim” 3 * were not ent 10 brech! to | them 
« 9 that ould — dc.“ 5 
1 wy” It T9, 


- Whitby's a boy 
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«or implied in this duty; for this being 
<< a poſitive inſtitution, depending en- 
<< tirely upon his will, and not deſigned 
<< to contain any thing in it, but what he 
r himſelf ſhould pleaſe to ir to it; it 
<< muſt follow that he declared his mind 
« about it fully and plainly: - becauſe 
„ otherwiſe, he muſt be ſuppoſed to in- 
b©. ſtitute a duty, of which no one could 
% have any nation without his inſtitution, 
c and at the ſame time, not to inſtruct 
„ his followers en, what that duty 
«was to be,” | FO OR Ne 
New your Lordſhip will Caffer n me to 
_ aſk, where has Jeſus Chriſt declared his 
mind, and declared it Full ly and ' plainly 
that infants are to receive Chriſtian bap- 
tim? It may be ſeen plainly enough, 
that he ſent forth his apoſtles to gather 
a people to himſelf: to make di ſciples, 
converts, believers, in all nations ; and that 


nothing hindered their, being baptized, 


— 


Dn 
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Us they $;eved: But with regard to any 
part of the human ſpecies ut io "quali- 
Fed, is there not, I appeal "to your 
Lordſhip, an imire Nefband, lente? 10 not 
our Saviour's commiſſion, far from de- 
claring fully and plainly in favour of 
children's baptiſm, perfectly ſilent on this 
head? Does it ſay more than this; 
make diſciples, converts, believers, amongſt 
all HUNG; and 8 them ? 


11 our Lens oomalitiine expreſſes no 
more, then I obſerve it is a rule readily 
admitted, that a limited commiſſion a- 
mounts to a prohibition of the things not 
therein contained, as in the caſe of an- 
other . poſitive inſtitution, circumciſion ; - 
the order, every man- child ſhall be cir- 
cumceiſed; is, we all know, a prohibition © 


Ae dt a 


| But if it ſhould be thought there is 
ſome obſcurity in ſo brief an account as 
this of Matthew and Mark, the ſubſequent . 
| 1 
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practice of the apoſtles muſt be owned 
the beſt and only authentic explanation 
and comment on their maſter's law. 
T his ſhall be next conſidered. 


1 an, 


4 iy Les &. 


LETTER VII. 


= \ } E are now, my Lord, to conſider 
the practice of the apoſtles and firſt teachers, 
as the beſt and only authentic comment 
on their maſter's law. 


The firſt mention of baptiſm admini- 
feered after Chriſt's aſcenſion is Acts ii. 
38, 41. Then Peter ſaid unto them, REe- 
 PENT, and be baptized every- one of you in 
the name of Feſus Chriſt for the remiſſion 


of fins; and ye ſhall receive the gift of the 
holy Ghoſt. . Then they THAT GLADLY 


RECEIVED HIS WORD Were baptized. 
5 


.4 


There never was a better opportunity 
for the apoſtles. to ſhew, clearly and fully, 
the whole of what they underſtood. by 5 

Chriſtian baptiſm, than this recorded in 


Ads ii. It was one of thoſe great feſtivals, 


4%) 
when devout people were come together 
at 7eruſalem out of every nation under hea- 
ven, and when the diſciples received Tuch 
an effuſion of the holy Ghoſt as excited all 
men's curioſity and aſtoniſhment. They 
were all amazed and marvelled; and aſked, 
bat - meantth this? Upon this, Peter 
ſtood up with the eleven, and preached 
Chriſt to them ſo effectually, that they 
were pricled in the. heart, and ſaid unto 


Peter, and to the reſt of the apoſtles, Men 
un brethren, what fhull we do? Then 


Peter ſaid unto them, Repent, and he bap- 
"tized, &. for the promiſe is unto you and 
* your children, and to all that art afar 
eben as mam as the Lord our God 
foal! tall, What was the effect and 
conſequence of this ſermon? Tt was 
this; Then they that GLADLY RECEIVED 
HIS WORD were baptized : and the ſame 
Hay there ' were” added unto them about 
"three thouſand ſouls and they continued 
Fedfaftly in the apoſtles doctrine and Fel- 
Iowhip, ne in breating of ret” _w < 


Prayers. 4 . 


* 
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hen theſe men under deep concern, 
| bricked in their heart, aſk direction and 
advice, ſaying, II bat ſhall we do? and 
Peter inſtructs them to repent and be 
baptized ; does he ſay alſo, bring your 
off ring to baptiſm? Nothing of this: 
but all that the hiſtory relates is, They 
that &ladly received his word were bap- 
tized; and the three thouſe and ſouls, who 
were added at this time, . Hed- 
falih in the apoſtles doktrine, and Fellow- 
ſhip, and in breaking of _ bread, and in 
| prayers. This is in effect telling us how 
many were baptized, Viz. about three 
thouſand, who continued * oft, &c. 


1 bear.. no | ponds in this hiſtory of 
baptiſm; Fu unleſs it be ſuppoſed that they 
are included, in verſe 39. For the PRO- 
MS is unto you, and to your children, 
and to all that are afar off, even as many 
as the Lord our God ſball call 


"Dow bv rar Ls 
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me to make two or three very obvious | 
TORALES, 


(1.) The PROMISE : is not ace 
but expreſſed in the words immediately 
foregoing, viz, Ye hall receive THE GIFT 
OF. THE HOLY GHOST: a promiſe; fo re- 
markably fulfilled, as created aſtoniſhment 
in St. Peter's auditory ; and to the accom- 
pliſhment whereof he invites their atten- 
tion. .in. the following words, verſes 16, 
17, &c. This. is that which was ſpoten 
by the prophet Joel. Aud it ſhall on to 
: paſs in the laßt days, faith God, I will pour 
out of MY SPIRIT upon all fleſh, &c. 
This promiſe, St. Peter tells his hearers, 
they ſaw fulfilled in him and his brethren, 
verſe 33. For Jeſus being exalted to the 
right hand of God, and having received of 
the Father the PROMISE or Tre 
HOLY GmrosT, he bath ſhed forth this 
* e 


(2. You _ your 1 is . 
more than you and your POSTERFTY 


us 


CR 
[ris Tae, vor]. 80 in Jahn viits 396" 


IF ye were Abraham's CHILDREN CLC 
ye would do the works, &c. Acts xiii. 
32, 33. The promiſe which was made 
unto the fathers, God hath fulfilled the 
ſame UNTO us THEIR CHILDREN 
[Tex05], Matt. xxvii. 25. His blood be 
on us and on OUR CHILDREN [Tea 
nw]. An imprecation which has mi- 
raculouſly reſted on them, and their 4. 
ſcendants, for almoſt ſeventeen bundtel 

r 51 


of 39 This e . place males! 
in them nor their children, nor the Gen- 

ä a (them that are afar off) but on con- 
dition of their believing, expreſſed in the 
text by — as many et "iow nde our 0 
ſhall call, | | 


80 that the word children here, has no 


reference to the infantile ſtate ;- nor does 


the promiſe mean baptiſm, The learned 
Doctors, Hammond and Whitby, though - 
* they have both written in favour of in- 


(90) 
Fant- baptiſm, conclude his text is nothing | 
- the purpoſe. The words of the firſt 
are; © If any have made uſe of that very 
ic unconcludent argument [the promiſe is 
e made to you and to your childeen] I 
_ Ut have nothing to ſay in defence of them. 
*ﬆ think the word children there, is 
« really the poſterity of the Fews, and 
<< not peculiarly their infarit-children.” 

Neſal. © Dn. Edit. 12mo. P. 256. Sec. 
8r. And /Fhitby, „ Theſe words will 
not prove a right of mfants to receive 
« baptiſm: the promiſe mentioned here 
ve being that only of the holy Gheſt, men- 
«© tioned verſes" 16, 17, 18. and fo re- 
„ lating only to the times of the mi- 
* raculous effuſion of the holy "Ghoſt, 


„ and to thoſe perſons who, by age, 


<< were made capable of thoſe tri 
40 nary ane is n in foe li. 38, 39. 
x The next nnn of . is 
in Aas viii. The ſucceſs of the goſpel 
at Feruſalem raiſed the envy and reſent- 


(9) 

verſe 1. there was à great per ſecutiun again 
_.the church cubich was at Feruſalem, and 
they were all ſcattered abroad, &. Upon 
this diſperſion, Philip went dotun to the 
city f Samaria, and preached Chrift unto 
them; verſe 5,- And when they BELIEVED 
Philip, breaching the things concerning the 
kingdom of God. and the name of Feſus 
AND WOMEN. - Then Simon himpelf un- 
;LIEVED ** . eee vets 
12.13, TE 5 


e e nothing is to be found 
but the baptiſm of profeſſed believers. 
The hiſtory is ſo particular and exact, 
as to mention men and women: but there 
it ſtops. Had the facred hiſtorian been 
a little more explicit, in a matter wherein 
your Lordſhip knows full well, and readily 
owns, we can know nothing but from plam 
declaration,-and are leaſt of all left to our 
own reaſonings; had he, I ſay, been a 
little more explicit, and faid, men, women, 
and children, if the fact were really ſo; it 


(92) 

would have prevented much doubt and 
controverſy. But, as in this ſame chap- 
ter, when he relates Saul's committing 
men and toomen to priſon, we naturally 
conclude, the perſecutor's rage did not go 
fo far as to impriſon their infants; (at 
leaſt there is nothing on which to reſt a 
belief that he did) ſo from his ſtopping 
at men and women in his account of bap- 
tiſm, it ſeems, he could go no further, 
and ſays nothing of the baptiſm of their 
infants, becauſe he knew nothing of it. 


The writer of the Afs is careful to 
make expreſs mention of children in an 
hiſtorical fact of much leſs conſequence, 
when children were really part of the 
company. Thus Ads xxi. 5 . They all 
 brqught us on our way, WITH WIVES 
. AND. CHILDREN, fill wwe, were out of 
the city, We may obſerve in another in- 
{lance or two, how carefully the ſcripture 
mentions children, when they are parties 
concerned. Matt. xiv. 21. They that 
bad eaten were about five thouſand men, 


5 Ef, 
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beſide WOMEN AND CHILDREN Cra 
little children]. And in the next chapter, 
which records another miracle of the like 
ſort, Matt. xv. 38. They that did eat were 
four thouſand men, BESIDE WOMEN AND 
CHILDREN [rad, little children, in- 
Jan" | 

T] heſs miracles, of feeding fo many 
thouſand men, from ſuch ſcanty provi- 
ſion, would have been ſufficiently great 
and illuſtrious, without the additional cir- 
cumſtance of women and children : but as 
they were parties concerned, | they are 
mentioned. 


And is it not a little ſtrange, my Lord, 
that we no where find children mentioned, 
not once mentioned, if it were the apoſtles 
cuſtom to baptize them with their parents? 
Theſe ſervants and apoſtles of Chriſt, we 
have already obſerved, were no ftrangers 
to baptiſm before the death of their ma- 
ſter. They knew it, and practiſed it in 
John's time. But to whom did they admi- 


(94) 
niſter it? To the adult only: not to them 
and their infants. If afterwards they were 
to underſtand and practiſe this 'fite ſo dif- 
ferently from what they had juft before un- 
gerſtood and practiſed; if they were to 
baptize, not only the profeſſbrs of repent- : 
ance and faith, but their offspring too; 
may we not expect to find ſuch difference 
expreſſe 74, either in their Lord's commiſſion, 
or in the authentic account of thei 


Practice, who baptized in obedience. to 
his command? But if neither Chriſt nor 


a. dats fo 


The next ka is that of the AY 
Ars viii, 36, 37, Cc. who received it on 
this profeſſion of faith — I believe that Je- 
ſus Chriſt is the Son of God, verſe 37. A 
noble monument of the ſunplicity of the 
firſt times! What a world of ſtrife and 
miſchief. would have been prevented, if 
the church had never departed from it! 
As an eminent writer remarks; “ It was 


(95) 
« never well with the chriſtian church? 


« ſince it began to be a matter of ſo much 
« ſubtilty and wit for a man to be a 
« true chriſtian.” The multitude of ar+ 
ticles ſince invented, and framed by art 
and man's device, are, as one ſpeaks, 
«© Cobwebs that intangle and catch harm: 


« leſs flies, but the waſps break through.” 


They are only conſcientious and thinking 
men, that is, men the moſt able and dif- 
poſed: to ſerve the cauſe of religion and 
virtue, that are, or can le incommoded 
and diſtreſſed by theſe things. Men of - 
no thought, and of no conſcience, or of 5 
flexible and pliant ones, will ſubſcribe 
whatever the impoſer mal N N to en- 

join. 2 | 
4a ix. 18. relates the baptiſm of St. 
Paul only. In the next chapter we have 
the baptiſm of Cornelius and his friends. 
Cornelius is ſaid to be one that feared Gad, 
with all his houſe, ver. 2. The Jewiſh law 
4» prohibited communication with the 
Gentiles, that St. Peter, the meſſenger of 
3 


3 
= 
> 


(96) 
God to the Centurion, had à particular 


revelation to remove his ſcruples, and to 
convince him, he might freely go unto 


the Gentiles. In expectation of this im- 
portant viſit from the apoſtle, Cornelius 
had called 8 his kinſmen and near | 


friends, _ wal 


When Peter was come. into es Cen 


; tution? s houſe, he found many that were 
come together, verſe 25. Cornelius, in be- 


half of theſe, and of himſelf, thus addreſſes 
the apoſtle, Now: therefore are * here 
a 


preſent before God, to hear all things that 
are commanded thee of God, vp 


* 


"This aſſembly of Gentiles ivete 10 well 


diſpoſed to receive the goſpel, that, while 


Peter Was ſpeaking, the Holy Ghoſt fell on 
all that heard the ward, verſe 44, to the 


great ſurprize of the Jewiſh chriſtians, 


who were aſtoniſhed, as many as came with 
Peter, becauſe that on the Gentiles alſo was 
ata out the ' gift * the es . For 


* 


(97) 
they heard them ſpeak with fongutss verſes 


4 1 . 1. S * 4 * ö * 4 * * 5 . 
37 3” 4 % 0 5 | , 5 5 
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When Peter ſaw this great effect on nis 
audience, he ſaid, Can any man forbid wa- 
ter that theſe ſhould not be baptized, whi 
houe RECEIVED. THE, Horx Gros, 
as well a we? And be commanded them 
ta be peptized in the Name of the Lord. 
Ws does he command to be baptized 2 
* A Nr ys 


"I je * thus 2 in geeint 
che family and friengs of t this devout = 
to ſee if there be any 1 of e ag 


Bur ill we kind . thiv-agfbidin 
bint, muck lefs, what your Lordſhip re- 
uires in a poſitive inftitution, a plain and 
A declaration, that children are ſubjects 
admitted to chriſtian baptiſm, 9 
3 7, Lord, bc. | 


—_ "LEON 
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Have only one hg more to FR 
on the hiſtory of Cornelius. The people 
called Quaters are of opinion, that the 
baptiſm of the Spirit is the alone chriſlian 
baptiſm, and the baptiſm of water be- 
longed only to the diſpenſation of John. 
But in the caſe of Cornelius we haye an 
inſtance under the chriſtian aendern, 
and upon the call of 'the Gentiles to the 
faith of the goſpel; wherein i it appears the 
apoſtle Peter is ſo far from concluding 9 
that the baptiſm of the Spirit renders that 

of water unneceſlary, that he infers directly 
the contrary, via. No man ought 10 be 
againſt their baptiſm in water, becauſe 
they had, previoully, receiyed the bap- 
tin of the Holy Ghoſt. Their baptiſm 
with the Holy Ghoſt was the + popes and 


(99) 
reaſon of their 825 to the 8 8 of 


water, 
1 : 5 34 #7 . 


1 remains to enquire, adi ths Fo 
in of houſholds, mentioned in ſeveral 
paſſages of ſcripture, does not prove, or 
ſuppoſe the baptiſm of infants ? We read, 
that Lydia was baptized, AND HER Hous- 
HOLD, Acts xvi. 15,—that the jailor was 
baptized, AND ALL HIS, ver. 33. and 
that Paul baptized THE HouSHOLD of 


hci n e 36) e! 


ehlotk 


8 


. your Lordſhis will pleaſe 9 
| 13 me theſe: =_ you obſervations, . 


ws ), It. is. 2 we word e as 
Bou / bold, is often uſed where none are 
meant but ſuch as are come to years of 
underſtanding. For example, Lule xi. 17. 
A houſe divided again/l a houſe, & c. John 


. Himſelf believed, AND HIS WHOLE 


_-HOUSE. Ad ii. 36. Let ALL - THE 
HOUSE of * 8 n that had 
H 2 


_ Cf 160)) 
hath made that ſame Jeſus, ic. Alt xvii, 
8. Criſpus— believed on the Lord, W 1 n 


ALL HIS HOUSE. Tit. i. 11, Deceivers, 
who ſubvert WHOLE” HOUSES, teaching 


ny my e l K 


Men 3 


* 


ee fact, 4 FIR 
were daptived, as being part of the houſe, 
is ſuppoſing, Ns. rd es not 
e's EI cel i WO 


4 * 3 


(30 Of the theds 1 as 
holds baptized, it is expreſsly ſaid of one, 
the jailor's] ab Paul and bilat Hale 
| the wird of the Lorg to: him, and TO ALL 
THAT WERE IN HIS HOUSE: and that 
Be believed in Cod, worn ALLUS ever, 
b. fo 3M F 


I all — ee were 
vhliges-t6 take an path of allegiance.; 
any man who ſhould hereafter read our 
Hiſtory, would make à very wrong in- 
ference, if he ſhould; merely from the 
word © families, or hauſholds, conclude, 


JL 


SQ 


aer) 


#3508 dab adtnhitered 00 <hilfrew; 


though they are very capable of the out- 
ward and viſible fign, which is only K ½ 


eig the bool. T think it tinteafotiable, 


« ſays Dr. Hummond, that the apoſtle's 
« bare mentibn of baptizing bis howfhold, 
« x Cor. i. 16. ſhould be thought com- 


* petent to conclude, that enfants were 


< baptized by him, when it. is uncertain, 
* whether there were any. ſuch at all in 


as his houſe,” . M0 fr * $5. af i 


Edit. 12. * 


Thus, bereſdewek OOO with 


ſacrament. of baptiſm, whether among gſt 


Fews or Gentiles, whether admit ſtered 
by John, ot the diſeiples of Cb; from 
the goſpel of Matthew, where it firſt oc- 
cuts, to che epiſtles of St. Peter, Where 


we find it laſt, there is, from the begin- 


ning to the end, à Total! profound. r : 
1 the eee, of Thins.” 


10 can we, my Lordy'withy' bse. 


tial proof out of this univerſal void? Is 


= \ 
is = 
> — : - — 
% ͤ —ͤ —— 4 2 2 A 
* —— Gra ere, a 8 py 
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an entire perfect ſilence a ſufficient. decla- 


ration that our children are to receive 
this ordinance? I am entirely of your 
Lordſhip's opinion, that this being a 
« politive inſtitution, it muſt follow our 
ce bleſſed Lord declared his mind 1 it 


« fully and plainh.” 


” venture to aſſure your Lordſbip, 


J have no intereft to ſerve by retaining 
my preſent opinion: and it will give me 


a ſincere pleaſure to diſcover the text or 


texts, where it is declared this om 


belongeth * . At 
Whoever ſhall 40 che kind office. to 


ſhew me from ſome authentic declaration 


of the New Teſtament, that infants were 
baptized, I promiſe him to be much more 
ſpeedy in writing a retractation, than 1 
have been to ſet down my reaſons, at leaſt 
what appear reaſons to me, for differing 
in this point from the TY * OY 


. chriſtians, T 40 


( 203) 


- Dole: not the very laſt ** of the 
New Teſtament, which makes mention 
of baptiſm, viz. 1 Pet. iii. 21. require 
ſuch a condition of its. efficacy,. as chil- 
dren are utterly incapable of? The like 
ure whertunto, even baptiſm, dath_ alſo 
now ſave us; not the putting away the filth 
of the fleſh, but THE ANSWER OF, A 
GOOD CONSCIENCE TOWARDs GoD.. 
The infant, of a week, month, or year 
old, is merely paſſive, and might, where 
there is water enough for the purpoſe, 
have the filth of the fleſh waſhed: away; 
but what ſhall we ſay to the anſwer of a 
good conſcience ? without which qualifica- 
tion, St. Peter aſſures us, baptiſm is not 
| ſaving. How ſhall we find a good con- 
ſcience in a creature that is not yet a mo- 
ral agent? that can do neither good nor 
evil? | 


The Catechiſm ſays, There are two 
ſacraments ordained by Chrift in his church, 
as generally neceſſary to ſalvation, viz. Bap- 


— 


{ 104 


_ tiſm and the Lord's. Supper. Now becauſe 


the New Teſtament is as ſilent on bap- 
tim, 2 as the Lord's ſupper, for hides, : 
it may, I think, be fairly concluded, the 


want of baptiſm does not prejudice their 
25 any more chan the Want of the 


d's ds Tupper. 


* W was A ume, your Lordſhip well 
knows, when it was the general practice of 
the "chriſtian thurth to give the Lord's 
ſupper to children; grounded on a mi- 
ſtake of that ſcripture, Except | ye eat eat the 


feeſb of the Son of 7 zg and drink his blood, | 


ye have no Hife in you. The fame notion 
of abſolute and Gael necefſity, 1 ſup- 
poſe, led chriſtians to baptize their chil- 
dren. No leis a man than St. Auſin 
taught, and ſtrenuouſly maintained, that 
infants unbaptized were adj jud ged to ever- | 
2 Na, Grot. in Matt. xix. 1 * 


| Men's 8 8 of the . carts ot 
religion ſoon began to run eee 3 


45) 
high ; and ſtill do ſo, far beyond tho 
ſimplicity of the goſpel: as if there wers 
in the things themſelves, without reſpect 
to the moral and ſpiritual qualifications 
of the receiver, a certain inexplicable 
charm, to defend us from our ghoſtly en- 
emy, and aſcertain ſalvation. And this 
wrong notion, of the abſolute neceflity 
of ceremonial obſervances, has been. a 
very powerful engine in the hands of 
men aiming at fpiritual dowinjon, to en- 
flave their neighbours minds and conſci- 
ences. In popiſh countries, the character 
of a prie/t muſt be of the higheſt im- 
portance, when the people are taught, | 
there is no polſſibility of going to heaven 
without the eee and that he. ay 


» + EY — a 


* 


1 be i ns of thy Prote- 
#3. $3 
„The neceſſity of the Lord's Supper "iv 4 was 
taught by the conſent of the eminent fathers of ſome 
ageb, without any oppoſition from hy of their contem- 
porärſes: and was delivered by them not as doctors, but 
as wwitheſſer, bot as their own opinion, but as apoſfolic 
tradition. Chilling, P. 152, Edit. 1. 


| 4 


| fant akin are not quite clear in this 
matter; and that we view poſitive inſti- 
tutions in ſomewhat the ſame wrong 
light, when, on the child's illneſs, we 
are in the utmoſt hurry to ſend for be 
miniſter, and think the innocent babe 
ſuffers an irreparable loſs, if it expire be- 
fore it be chriſtened, Is not this a 
ftronger attachment to rites and cere- 
monies, and laying more ſtreſs upon 
them, than even the Jews themſelves 
did? For, as they were not to circum- 
ciſe their children till the eighth day, fo 1 
ſuppoſe they were in no pain for\want of 
the ordinance to thoſe who died under 
that age. Nay, as has beeh obſerved in 
the former letters; the rite was intirely 
dropt, and laid afide for no leſs than forty 
years, when, in the wilderneſs, the uſe 
of it became inconvenient. 


1 recollect on this occaſion a remark- 
able paſſage concerning the learned Mr. 
Dodwell, as related by the worthy biſhop 


(107) | 

of Wi nchefler, in his memoirs of Dr, Clarke. 
«Mr. Dodwell, ſays his lordſhip, in or- 
e der to exalt the powers and dignity of 
« the prieſthood, endeavoured to prove, 
« that the doctrine of the ſoul's natural 
« mortality, was the true and original 
« doctrine; and that immortality was 
« only a baptiſm conferred upon the 
„ ſoul by the gift of God, through the 
hands of one fert of ju ger ordained 
« clergy.” | 


Is there es W of a Gimilar 
_ extravagance in their notion of baptiſm, 
who, in all haſte, muſt have the miniſter, 
.if the child happen to be ill, before the 
convenient time of its baptiſm comes? 
Doth not this create a ſtrong ſuſpicion, 
that the bulk of our people look upon 
immortal happineſs as conferred in baptiſm, 
through the hands of the clergy; and 
imagine this immenſe privilege and bleſ- 


ſing would otherwiſe be loſt? * 


br. Willian Wiſhart, late principal of the college 
of Edinburgh, laments the groſs ſuperſtition into which 


(ies) 

J 4 "3H 4 

* os the, 8 — * Wee 
Was the univerſal practice, it would 
doubtleſs have been thought a great in- 
Jury to deny children the communion of 
ſaints. But the church having been long 
perſuaded that it has no ſeripture - foun· 
. has laid it aſide, and would now 
be as much ſurprized to ſee infants brought 


to the communion, as ſhe then would have 


been to ſee them excluded . 4 


Ide Mud ſeems: bake ſwip 
ee entirely ſilent on 
ee communion of. te y 


* 


PR 8 u len . in . following 
words, © Is a new newborn child Weak 2 — A mini- 
Aer muſt be got in all haſte to perform a certain cere- 
tony upon it, which they call cbrifeviing it — I thing 
wuſt he done to ſuve the infant from hell! Strange“ 
that ever men under the advantages of the light of the 

pſpe] thould here fink into ſuch notions of God and re- 
gion!” See his Diſcourſes c on ſeveral Subjects. an 
for Millar, p. gg, 100 


® Our, accounts of the Greek Church a * 
Ann 5 give the Lord $ | Supper t to children. | 


the 


perfonal qualifications of repentance, faith, 
and a good conſcience being full as P: 


at leaſt, required for baptiſm, as. ſelf exe: 
e and other perſonal. acts and. qua- 
lities ſor the Lord's Supper, they have no 
concern in either of the two ſacraments: I 
nor ought i it -to be thought any more an 
injury, to withhold gur o Hiern from 15 
viſe than kom the Lord's Su upper. 


And L think ket ad 
that every objection that lies againſt their 
alſo rw * NE 1 


*. kerpy, my Lord, this. « one 12 ſimple 
point in view; that poſitive inſtitutions 
owipg all their pbligacion to expreſs. 72 
mand, and there b deing 10 command fo 

the baptiſm, any more than the ut 
nion of infapts, the New Teſtament” in- 


r 


The Linh which | * con aidered ed as 


to) 


a plain ſummary of chriſtian WINTER 
_ teaches with no Jeſs evidence of truth, 

that of perſons to be baptized i is required 
repentance, whereby they forſake ſin; and 
faith, whereby they ſtedfaſtly believe, &c. 
than it does on the other ſacrament; that 
they who come to the Lord's Supper are 
required to examine themſelves, &c. As 
to the promiſe of ſureties, on which ground 
infants are baptized, might they not full 
as well be received to the holy communion 
upon the ſame foundation ? May not ſure- 
ties as well promiſe, they ſhall examine 
themſelves, they ſhall ſtedfaſtly purpoſe, 
Oc. as that they ſhall repent? The 
world is obliged to your Lordſhip for the 
following inſtruction; and 1 would to 
God we may learn it, viz. that nothing 
can remedy our miſtakes on ſubjects of 
this nature, © but perſuading Chriſtians 
« to have recourſe to Jeſus Chriſt, and to 
< thoſe to whom he himſelf declared what 
s his deſign was in this inſtitution.” 

* at, p. 64 nnd ann gn 
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| 1 then infants, for want of repertahce 
and faith in themſelves, be authorized to 
receive baptiſm on promiſe of their ſure- 
ties, Chriſt or his apoſtles muſt have de- 
clared this, If they have; where is it? 
Is not the affair of ſureties entirely a ſup- 
plement of our own? But © in the mat- 
«ter, my Lord, of an inſtituted duty, (or 
ea duty made fo by the poſitive will of 
« any perſon) no one can be a judge 
„ but the in/titutor himſelf, of what he 
« deſigned ſhould be contained in it; and 
« becauſe, ſuppoſing him not to have 
« ſpoken his mind plainly about it, it is © 
«© impoſſible that any other perſon (to 
*© whom the mflitutor himſelf never re- 
« vealed his deſign) ſhould make up that 
defect: all that is added therefore to 
« Chriſt's inſtitution, as a neceſlary part 
«© of it, ought to be eſteemed only as 
the invention of thoſe who add it: and 
the more there is added, (let it be done 
« with never ſo much ſolemnity, and never 
e ſo great pretences to authority). the leſs. 


4 
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ec there i is remaining of the ſimplicity of 


40 this, and to . it upon 3 2 minds 
flrqns, becauſe it is the only thing 
40 « that c can either prevent or cure the mi- 
akes of many ſincere Chri ians upon 


bjec,” P lain Account, v. 55 * 
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LETTER 1x. 


n d. 


HERE are lira of ſep 
ture commonly thought to countenance _ 
infant baptiſm; which therefore muſt 'be 
conſidered. Mark x. 13, &c. They 
brought YounG CHILDREN to Chriff, that 
he ſhould Touch them; and his diſciples re- 
buked thoſe that brought them. But when 
Feſus ſaw it, be was much diſpleaſed, and 

aid unto them, . Suffer the little children to 
come unto me, and forbid them nat; for of 
fach is the kingdom of God. V. erily I ſay 
unte you, whoſoever ſhall not receive the 


| Kingdom of Cod as. a little child, he ſhall not 
enter therein, AND HE TOOK THEM UP 


IN HIS ARMS, PUT HIS HANDS UPON 

THEM, AND BLESSED THEM. This 

hiſtorical fact we have in three of the 
1 n 


——— —a—ͤUũ — = : 
—— ‚ —— — CY 
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* — — js = - he —_ : 2 * n , 
0 
% 


(mg) 
Evangeliſts. St. Matthew ſays, Little: 
children were brought to Chriſt, that he 


Jould {PPT " HANDS ON THEM AND: 
X Mar 


PRAY. and Lite ſay, they were 


brought unto Chriſt that he ſhould Toucn: 


THEM: And what did Chriſt do unto. 


| theſe children? He laid his hands on 


5 St. Matt. xix 5 offs 75 them up 
his arms, put þ hands: . hems nd | 
F Hed it Hom aich 85 Mark. 


There is no difficulty, my als, 
theſe words. We are Expreboly told, 4 


children y ere brou : ynto our Saviour, 
1 


for the benefit of Bis Mache and prayers ;. 
attended wich the uſua} « ceremony © of ngpo- 


tion of hands: for in this manner 5 


men were yſed zo Biff, or pre far 4 N 


on others. The cuſtam i is as ancient 


| a8 the tie. of the patriargh Taco ; w! 


Called for _ Joſeph's two ſons Manaſſeb an an 


TE wWwx 


Ephraim, that he might bleſs them, and | 
ut * right | hand upon Epbrain”: v 


head, and ap leg bang! vpon Manaſe ; 


i 


{( 0445) 
* fail, Cel 4 b 6. lt. 


b iin 
25 oe 


i 
5 Her is e very ſaipe. Oey Rog 25 
that we have under copfideration : Faceþ 
called far his grangchildrep chat de might 
bleſs them, . — gf. 


pray 3 'Chrift, in like manner, called for 


Idren, (w 0 is diſei les would 6 
e 5 away) 5 24 Fight Fg 1 | 
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77 116 * 
Hants, or others; and if the fervent prayer 
of a righteous man avails much, how 


much more the prayer of Jeſus . 3 


Let us follow him in praying for our 
children: but if we will baptize them too, 
Cntiſt affords us no example of fal in 
the, paſſuge under contderationr. cj we 

Er is not the baptiſm of infants "RO 

in theſe following words ? Except « 4 mas 
5 born of water and of the ſpirit, can- 
rat enter into the kingdom of God, John 
il. 'S. According to the original it is, 
except any one be born, He. pe my Ts]. 
If there be any proof here, it lies in the 
indefinite word £2 any one but this 
Word occurring in paſſages withouf num- 
bery where infants] cannot poſſibly” be in- 
"tended; no evidence ariſes merely from 
the uſe of it. A few exampfes will ſuf- 
fies out of this Katie Evangeliſt. St. Jahr 
vii. 17. If any nan, [vs, any one] ton 
40 his will, &c. ver. 37. If any man [7% 


any one] thirſt, let him come to me, &c. viii. 


51. If aman E any one] keep my - 


RR 

ings &c. xi. 9, 10. any man {Tic any 
2 wall in the day, be flumbleth not 
but a man ric, any one] au,EjE é in the 
night, &c. xv. ' 6. Fa man. abide ut in 
me Tias un rie except. any one]. But it 
may be replied, the nature of the ſub- 
jects here plainly guides us to limit the 
indeterminate words ¶ any ene] to ſuch. as 
are come to years of underſtanding. In 
like manner, I ſay, the whole doctrine of 
baptiſm guides us to limit theſe very ſame 
words to perſons come to years of under- 
ſtanding. The mere word [4] is top ge- 
neral and indefinice 0 to e 6 an in 

this matter. T5... | 1 


| 2 

. gli bis farcber his ul: a8 ati 
Gian baptiſm was not yet inſtituted ; ſome 
good - expoſitors . underſtand this paſſage; 
viz. born of water and the ſpirit, not of 
baptiſm, but of the influences of the ſpi- 
rit only except a man be born of the 
cleanſing ſpirit. So Gratius, Who ſays, 
here is the figure is dh Ive And Calvin, 


(ib) 
aue of the beſt expdſitots of his day o. 
fervesj cc to talk to NVIEhu K toplimn 


*** would be premature: the defight bf 
«« Chriff here is to e hort him to rege. 
« * * nn. of life.“ 22 | 


r in 4 4 


- Bat ir a be bers inkended r* 
pirdþhiaſed with much god feriſe by De: 
Clarks; in the following werds. did 
& not mean à ne birth in 4 natura bilt 
* in # ptoral ſenſe; that 'a man mut be 
4c efitirłly chatiged from all the corrupt 
«© inions he has before entertained; and 
1% from whatever withed prafiites he has 
ce formerly been guilty of, and enter 
tt upon a perfectly new courſe of life: 
<i that he muſt be baptized into the 
c prtoſeſſion of the true courſe of religion; 
ce and that, ſuitably to this obligation, he 
++ muſt. be thoroughly purified from all 
« worldly and catnal luſts, and muſt 
ce univerfally conform [himſelf in mind 
<<" and life to obey all the holy precepts 
« of that religion, under the guidance 
6 © and aſſiſtance of the Divine Spirit, 


* 


1 r God w 14 % 1 r a to 
beſtow on tho fircerely le delire by 
« Eu. his commandments, his, 1 5 
: 
«6 18. nect — in order te a man's 95 
1 jr ing en te; and without this, he 
de Caf never Enter into dc th the kingdom of 0 


[ 


This was dofrine, TONES to 


% * is ? 


[ ; 1 


1 are tho Matt —— ye 
in proof of infant baptiſtfl. 1 ty vit:14. 
BF N wert your children ted, bat - i 

tire they Ho. Rom: Kl. 16. XG 
rbet e Hol, n bre thi branche. Tal 
— very rilling that chllaren Isa de a8 
holy as the fmoſt BEHEVlefir pefloft ean 
with them. I Have tis fatnét of ili: 
Hatfon to Hy 4 ſtain &n that bebt Age, 
Which out bleffed Saviour was fo fermtark- 
ably inclined to point out to us, as the 

OY p 


i 
| omblem and ſample of that ſimplicity and 
purity neceſſary to all his diſciples. | But : 
as here is not a word about their bap- 
tiſm, we ſtill, my Lord, remain quite de- 
ſtitute of that plain and full declaration, 
which your Lordſhip requires for the 
ſupport and warrant of a Poſey, infli- 
tution. 


Wu 


But no argyment is s received more rea · 
di ily than this: Baptiſm comes in the 
room of Circumciſion: children were cir- 


cumciſed, and therefore are to be baptized. 
My Lord, I muft beg leave to hold faſt 
the ſound words you have taught me. \« If - 
< this be fo, Chriſt or his. apoſtles have 

et declared it.” And where iS the paſ- 

ſage of ſcripture, which inſtructs us that 
baptiſm comes in the room of circumci- 
Hon? The New Teſtament ſpeaks very _ 
copiouſly of circumciſion as a rite abo- 
liſhed ; the retention whereof, far from 
being ſerviceable, would be miſchievous | 
therefore it was E | happineſs to, de fs 


(xr). 

from it; but no where, that. I can find, 
does the ſcripture ſay, or ſo much as hint, 
that baptiſin comes in its place. 

"i the apoſtles 2 the chriſtians con 
verted from Fuadiſm were exceedingly i in- 
elined and zealous to incorporate circum- 
ciſion with. chriſtianity. Their zeal in 
this matter became very troubleſome to 
the churches. What method do the 
apoſtles take to remedy this evil? Do 
they ever inſtruct them that they need not 
be fo tenacious of one poſitive rite, ſince 
another was appointed i in its ſtead; to be 
adminiſtered to the ſame perſons. of the 
ſame age? Such an obſervation would | 
have been very much to the purpoſe z . 
and the moſt likely that could be to 
give the judaizing chriſtians ſatisfaction; 
and therefore, I ſuppoſe, the apoſtles | 
would have taken this method, if the fact 
were really ſo, that baptiſm was ſubſti- 


tuted in che room of circumciſion. But Lac 


do they 80 t this way to work? Wr 
2 


Fr 


4 


125 


to be Fund © Fit ü in Fl their redſonings 
to Uififade ace from S 4 


"They warp chriſtian that the zealots 
fot circiitnciſion were Jubverters of mens 
"Tolils, 29; K. 24. That citeumdeifbn 
aVatted jar Utitb Joftificatibhi ; hither that 
fite be connfidered 4s derived froth Myr: 
or from Abraham, Rom. iv. Bit, that if 
they were tirctiuiſed, Chri it * * 
2 e, Gal. V. 4. Nd 

Tus is the why they treat 44k Old. 
Telanent rite: as a icles,. burthen- 
fome, injurious: Ceremony. But they ne- 
ver go a 1255 to ſolten the Few by. telling 
them that chrillianity, has anot er rite. in 
its fad. And yet this way of dealing 
with them is not more. ſoft, than it was 
likely to have proved effectual; if it were 
io, that . 18 the ſubllitute of. .Cir- 
cumciſion. Now becauſe. the apoſtles 
never talk in this ſtrain, it ſeems- natural 
eo infer they never thought ſo. 


(#9 y 


I Kae bit" 6f öde PARIS In alf the 
New Teſtachenk; that BN beef öfersd 19 
ſuppott df the bpifilsn,” fit bäptilin 
M1 the Rack of "EftlimbifibA; fri 


je alt tr itiſet ubTeb ih tiFAuim Ali mode 
trehibt Hundt, it parti of the ba of tb 
ful of lin fi, by ih8 cru fn of Nin. 


* 
\ 1 1 
1 ' 


For the right underſtanding of this 
pallige; it 'wilt be heedfül to dbſetve; 
kant the hf 20 cher kfurehes of 
the Geiles, WEE fir danger of belffg 
 folthcha tö tte dbferväftre öf Eitturitifion: 
To guard then apdirft rfits dah Ser; th 
apoſtle here tells them, they had received 
the inf, ard | fpI7itMal eireumeiſion, 
mate Wihout' fands; it putting ff the 
505 ör the "fins" öf ' he Reil: conte 
quentiy ifle literal cirtumbiſion was nbt 
Hebeſſhry; and the judatzing ehriſtiatt 
todbied them Wich a groundleßs cbn- 


St. Paul teaches the ſame doctrine in 
other places : : thus, Rom, ii. 28, 29. 
For he is not a Few which is one our- 
WARDLY; neither is that | circumciſion 
which is OUTWARD in the FLESH; 
but he is a Few which is one INWARDLY; 
and CIRCUMCISION #5 that of the 
HEART, in the SPIRIT, not in the let 
ter, whoſe praiſe is nat of . but 0 of 
* 

"This — 5 1 5 
being alone to be regarded, he calls the 
Jewiſh zealots the Conciſion, and ſays that 


we Chriſtians are, the circumciſion, which 
r God in the ſpirit, Se. 


| The walter in n the ons md eon 
deration, doth not call this ſpiritual cir- 
cumciſion bapti/m ; but, being renewed 
in the ſpirit of their mind; having re- 
pentance towards Gods, and faith in our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt; in conſequence of this, 
they were baptized, Thus they ma the 


outward and viſible ſign of inward and ſpi- 
ritual grace. In à word, the circumdiſion 


here ſpoken of cannot mean baptiſm , 
it is expreſsly ſaid to be made without 
hands ; which is not true of baptiſm, 
more than of the literal circumciſion. | 
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ter be 1 


3 F 


8 is not a 4 deducuen © rr rea- 
ſon but a plain Lat, concerning which 
the acuteſt philoſopher cari know nothing 
more thap any man of common ſenſe. 
What the ſcripture teſtifies and declares 
concerning this fact, that is our rule, ob- 
vious | to every attentive reader 
Fol 
As in che Sectamentof the Lord's en 
the fact is, that Chriſt gave the cup to the 
diſciples as well as the bread; and there- 
fore the Roman church erreth, in with- 
holding the cup from the people; and 
as it is an error to give the Lord's Sup- 
per to infants, becauſe they are incapable 
_ of remembring Chriſt and examining them- 
ſelves, both which the ſcripture requires 
relative to that ordinance ; ſo in the ſacra- 
ment of baptiſm, it ſhould ſeem, that be- 


327) 
cauſe the fact, as it ſtands in the New Ter 
ſtament, is immenſion, it is an error to 
to throw that ide, "and" put | ſomething 
elſe in the room of it; ane beczule the 
fact as it ſtands in the New Teftapient i or 
that men belleved, and Were baptized in 

conſequence” and t nen of ſuch belle; 
not vicarious, not another promi 
them, the New Teſtament knows ning | 
of this, but their own proper perſona 
belief; therefore jt is an error o throw 
aſide the adminiſtration. of baptiſyz to ber 
lievers, and apply and confine it it to an ag 
entirely incapable of any rational act. 


N + 


Atte the ſtricteſt fearch nge che na- 
ture and deſign of this poſitive inſtitution, 
it appears to me there is no poſitive N60 
that it was deſigned for children. And 
if it de allowed there is no poſitive evi⸗ 
dence, it is, I think, allowing chere is no 
proof at all: for nothing of a7 poſitiue and 
ritual natute can be proved a duty, or 2 
command of Gad, merely by our o 
22 ** 8 TEE _ 


LY 


128) 


[OE fe. If once we admit as © 
Dine appointments, practices grounded on 
our own notions of fitneſs, expediency, uſe- 
fulneſs, &c. there is no knowing where to 
Hop. At this rate a thouſand ceremonies 
may be introduced into the church, 
though not one of them can ſtand the 
queſtion, M hath required this, at f jour 
hands ? Ifai. i. 12. | 


"Tam forry I am i brought to a concluſion, 
in which fo many are otherwiſe minded. 

And what parts us? It is this. They aim 
to prove a poſitive command by inferences : 

I think it neceſſary (in which I am ho- 
noured with your Lordſhip's: ſuffrage) to 
look out for a plain deelaration. By the 
force of inference, they ſet afide that ma- 
turity of age, and ſelf-dedication to true 
religion, to which all the New Teſtament 
hiſtory of baptiſm confines it; and univer- 
fally, (except in the caſe of proſelytiſm) 
apply it to an age incapable. of knowing 
the deſign of the ſolemnity, and of which 
the goſpel is perfectly ſ Werke 


(129) i 

From examining the inſtructions of 
Jeſus Chriſt, and his apoſtles, it appears 
to me, that the two poſitive inſtitutions 
of the goſpel ſhould go hand in hand, 
and be received about the ſame time; 
and none baptized, till like St. Peter's 
audience, they gladly receive the word, and 
are qualified for chriſtian fellowſhip, and 
breaking of bread, Acts ii. 41, 42. But, 
with moſt chriſtians, theſe two ordinances 
are kept aſunder, "ey the 8 or a way 
. of 3 

e ſay 8 writers for. bels bep- 
tim, were received into covenant under 
the Old Teſtament by Circumciſion ; 
therefore they muſt be received into the 

chriſtian covenant by Baptiſm: elſe the 
Jewiſh children had a 0 ue 

. ah Chriſtians, : 


2 alien may not infallibility, that funda- 
mental doctrine of the Roman church, be 


(130) 

The people of God under the Old Te- 
ſtament enjoyed the benefit of infallibility. 
The High Prieſt had the Urim and Thum- 
mim, by which the mind of God was 
known for certainty. on great occaſions, 
Conſequently, there muſt be ' infallibiljty 
in the chriſtian : church: otherwiſe the 
leſs perfect diſpenſation of Maſes will have 
a great privilege beyond the chriſtian. 
And this infallibility is moſt evidently of 
the greateſt ſervice, to maintain unity 
and peace, fo neceſlary to the. ſtability 
and improvement of the church, and to 
prevent ſtrife and contention, the root 
of confuſion and every evil work. A 
privilege ſo obviouſly of the greateſt uſe, 
and which the church had under the Old 
Teftament, undoubtedly remains under 
the better and more me pr 
of Chriſt, 


Thus the Romani, in an affair whoſe 
nature admits of none but poſitive evidence, 
deavours to make up the want of it by 


(131) 
inference, and reaſoning from fitneſs, Such 
an inſtitution there was under the Old 
Teſtament; . it remains . 
— W199. eee ehen 

But, 80 that our . Jefigned the 
« biſhop of Rome to this office [of infal- 
6 libility] and yet would not /ay-/o, nor 
« cauſe it to be written, /o much as once, 
£6 by any of the evangeliſts. and apoſtles, 

6 but leave it to be drawn out of uncer- 
„ tain principles, by thirteen or fourteen 
more uncertain conſequences; he that 
< can believe ity let him believe it. Chil- 
* 5. 10 61. it ei Ae . it 


* 


1 e or * Pas: wh is ene 
to the doctrine of infant baptiſm, which 
«vritten. by any of the evangeliſts and 
apoſtles, ſo much as once, your Lordſhip 
* n 624406 bas. e 2: 


If poſitive Aires may be Lan 
2 


(3) 
dy mere inference, and the ſuppoſed iii 
of things; may we not advance a ſtep or 
two farther? Thus, At the pa//over, men, 
women, and children partook, vide Exod, 
xii. 4. and Pat. Comment. Since then 
children partook of the paſſover, they have 
a tight to the Lord's Supper. The paſſ- 
over was an ordinance which particularly 
concerned children, commemorating ſalva- 
tion to all 2% firft-born of Ifrael, when 
the firſt-born of the Egyptians were de- 
ſtroyed. But the ſalvation accompliſhed 
by Feſus Chriſi is of infinitely more im- 
portanee than what the paſſover comme- 
morated, Chriſt is the true paſchal lamb, 
and expreſsly ſtiled our paſſover- ſacrificed 
for us. Shall children then be partakers 
of the type, and have no part in the great 
antitype? Were they allowed to partake 
of an inſtitution which celebrated a bodily 
and temporal deliverance: and will it not 
be hard and unreaſonable to exclude them 
from a ſervice which commemorates the 


eternal ſalvation of the — 


(133) 


Gop Had children a part in the memo- 
rial of that blood, which ſecured them 


from the deſtruction in Egypt and muſt 


they be outeaſts from the Lord's Supper, 
as if they had no part nor lot in the blood 


of Chris? How abſurd were this! to al- 


low them the ſhadow, and debar them 
the ſub/tance/ to admit them to 'a teſ# 
privilege, and _ "OR out ron an 
infinitely {toi 2 nee 


1 
12 & 5 
5 1 . . 


Again: may we not pe out a nt 


to poſitive inſtitution, thus: God pro- 


miſed Abraham, to be a God to him, and 
to Hts SEED after him, Gen. xvii. 7. Of 
this promiſe and covenant circumciſion 
was the token, ver. 10, 11. But furely 
the Almighty did not confine his promiſe 
and covenant to the male-ſeed of Abraham. 
The diſtinction of /zx only, cannot make 
ſo vaſt a difference, that the ſons of the 
patriarch were within the covenant, and 
the daughters. out of it. Beſides, this co- 
venant with Abraham | was N covenant of 


A 


(134) 

Grace; that very covenant which contains 
the ſpiritual and eternal bleſſings of the 
geſpel. Far be it from any one to think, 
that the daughters of Abraham were ex- 
cluded. ſuch, a covenant. Being then. 
within the covenant, they. have a right 
de an 8 and n. of the co- 


is, it is only ſaid in expreſs. words, 
Every MAN-CHILD among you ſhall be cir- 
eumciſed. . But certainly, Abrabam, and 
the ¶Iſraelites, were not ſuch rea- 
ſoners, that they could not infer, by ana- 
logy, the right of the female. Abraham” 8 
daughters muſt not be caſt out of cove- 
nant: but to deny them an external ſign 

would be an excluſion of them, and leay- 
ing them to the uncovenanted mercies of 


* 


1 am aware, your Lordſhip will fay ; 


this is carrying analogy too far. Analogy 
will not ſuffice in ſupport of dutics that 


reſt only on plain declaration. 


( 135 ) 
1 gtant it. But, my Lord, is not this 
the very reaſoning for infant. baptiſm, in 
default of poſitive command and evidence? 


and. the reaſoning on which the great of 
refs is laid 5 


By i ſaith Dr. Clarke, drawn 
% from this rite of circumciſion, it has, 
&« for very many ages, been the general 
practice in the Chriſtian church to re- 
« ceive infants by baptiſm into the obli- 
<« pations of faith and obedience to the 
« goſpel; and to make profeſſion fot 
« them, what they are to believe and 
«© obey.” [His next words are remark- 
« able. ] Whether this analogy be rightly 
& drawn, or no; and be a ſufficient and 
e adequate foundation for what has been 
e built upon it, is 4 controverſy.” &c. 
Serm. xxxvili. Vel. I. Edit. Fol. And a 


controverſy, I think, it will always re- 
main, while the practice ſubſiſteth, and 
we are bleſſed with the liberty of the Bi- 
ble, by Wich to examine ___ Judge: we 
it. 3 ke 
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I ſhall conclude with offering it to con- 
Panel how widely our preſent admi- 
niſtration of baptiſm differs from its firſt 
ſtate. It was according to the goſpel, 
immerſion, and continued ſo, univerſally, 
for many Ages 3 but we have at laſt diſ- 
covered the i inconvenience of that, and al- 
tered it for another rite. . Its original de- 
ſign was, that the perſons baptized ſhould 
therein teſtify for themſelves, and as their 
perſonal act, their acknowledgment and 
belief of Jeſus Chriſi to be the Meſliah, 
and Son of God; and their obligation 
and purpoſe of obedience to him. Their 
baptiſm, at the very time of receiving it, 
was a ſolemn declaration of their being 
believers, and of the obligation, they Anotu- 
ingly and of choice, t took upon themſelyes, 
to walk worthy of the Lord unto all. pleaſing. 
But now, inſtead of the perſon baptized 
chuſing tor himſelf, and promiſing for 
himfelf, he is a mere paſſive creature; of 
an age that knows nothing; incapable of 
choice; but promiſes, by proxy, that he 


4 


* C7 

will be, if he lives. long enough, a th 
Chriſtian, . „ ws 

Such i is the change made in "hs facra- 
ment; may L be permitted to aſk, is it 
not a change entire and total, both as 
to the rite itſelf, and the perſons to whom 
it is adminiſtered?” an excluſion of the 
divine right. of immerſion and putting 
another thing in its ſtead ? A precluſion of 
the only perſons declared in ſcripture, viz. 
moral agents, . perſons able to conſider 
and chuſe and act for themſelves, and 
confining ' it to an, age, of which, with 
regard to this ſacrament, the New Te- 
ſtament declareth not one ſingle word: 
herein, I think, is verified the obſerva- 
tion of that truly great man Archbiſhop 
_ Tillotſon, mentioned at the beginning of 
theſe letters, viz. ** In proceſs of time the 
* beſt inſtitutions are apt to decline, and 
« by inſenſible degrees to ſwerve and de- 
« part from the perfection of their fir/? 
„fate, and therefore it is a good rule, 


* 


( 138 ) 


te to preſerve things from corruption and 
cc degeneracy, often to look back to the firſ? 
« inſtitution, and by that to correct thoſe 
ce imperfections and errors, which will 
& almoſt unavoidably creep in with time.” 


I amy my Lord, __ 
With ORs Agen WY 
and gin, 
Your Lordjbip 7 | 
nan nb vn ts 
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